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TEE  CUE,  SHOOK  (SCHUCK)  AND  PBELL  FAMILIES* 

* 

Genealogical  and  Historical* 

1665  —  1946 


Bogins  with  Michael  Ohl  and  his  wife,  Elisabeth  Barbara* 

They  arc  the  earliest  known  ancestors  in  America*  From  the 
meager  and  incomplete  records  of  those  times  13  obtained  the 
following  information* 

Michael  Chi  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  it  is  believed  that 
ha  came  to  .America  about  1750*  The  several  Ohl  families  who  come 
frail  Germany  to  America  are  said  to  have  originated  in  Lanp-en- 
schvalbach,  lvas3au,  which  is  or  was  a  picturesque  water  cure,  ten 
miles  North-west  of  Wiesbaden* 

Anniversary  History  of  Lehigh  County  -.Roberts-  Vol*  1 
page  971  —— Michael  Cfol  was  born  dune  26,  1729  and  died  July 

4,  1804*  His  wife  was  named  Elisabeth  Barbara,  and  they  had  ten 
ohildren,  thrae  sons  and  seven  daughters* 

NCCE;  -  Daushter  Elisabeth  Barbara  did  not  marry  John  Sohneok 
as  given  in  this  biography ,  but  John  Sehuok,  as  can  be  seen  by 
the  attached  copy  of  the  will  of  Michael  Ohl* 

Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  II  Vol*  2  pa»e  402  (edition  of 
1376)  ——Michael  Chi  was  naturalized  in  April  in  Philadelphia* 

Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  V  Vol*  VIII  page  4  — -Mlohael 
Ohl  chosen  a  member  of  the  Cawaittee  of  Observation,  December  21, 

1774. 


Pennsylvania  Archive*  Series  V  vol*  VIII  page  237*  Company 
of  Captain  John  Grua,  Third  Battalion  of  Ncrthampton  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

This  company  vra3  raised  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Northampton  County* 
Among  others  in  the  oompany  were  the  following: 


Michael  Ohl  Senior 
Michael  Chi  Junior 
John  Handwork 
Bernard  Gild nor 
Tobias  Gildner 


Pster  Handwerk 
John  Ebert 
George  i.«es  earner 
Georgs  Simon  «ehr 
Andraw  Gildner 


County  of  Northampton,  State  of  Hsnnsylvania,  dill  Book 
page  173: 

In  the  name  of  God  ihen,  I  Michael  Chi  of  Heidelberg  Town- 
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ship  in  the  County  of  Northampton  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
blacksmith,  being  at  this  present  time  in  good  bodily  health  and 
sound  mind  and  memory  blessed  be  God  my  Saviour  for  the  same  and 
all  His  other  nercias  and  favours  conferred  upon  me  calling*  to 
mind  the  necessity  of  having*  my  temporal  affair 3  proparly  set  in 
order  that  love  peace  and  harmony  may  bo  established  in  my  family 
after  my  decease  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  make  my  last 
rill  and  testament  of  and  concerning  the  same  in  manner  following 
that  i 8  to  say* 

First,  I  rill  that  all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be 
fully  paid  and  I  nominate  my  dear  and  well  beloved  sons  Hi oh as 1 
and  Henry  to  be  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament 
and  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct  my  said  Executors  to  set  apart 
and  put  out  at  interest  on  good  security  by  mortgage  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  specie  that  is  to  say  in  gold  and 
silver  coin  as  the  3ame  is  now  current  in  the  said  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  the  interest  monies  thence  arising  I  direct  them  to 
pay  annually  unto  ray  dear  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  for  and  during 
all  the  term  and  time  of  her  life  and  from  immediately  after  her 
decease  the  said  principal  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
shall  revert  back  unto  and  be  deemed  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
residuary  estate  herein  after  mentioned*  And  I  do  eive  unto  my 
said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  such  of  my  household  and  kitchen  fur¬ 
niture  as  she  may  see  fit  to  take  out  of  the  whole  for  her  own 
necsssary  use  and  the  choice  of  the  three  cows  I  may  die  possess¬ 
ed  of  and  for  as  much  as  I  have  given  and  granted  unto  ny  said 
son  Michael  five  ceveral  *  acts  or  pieces  of  land  by  deeds  and 
writings  under  my  seal  delivered  as  escrows  to  take  effect  after 
my  deoease  now  I  do  hereby  confirm  the  said  deeds  unto  my  said  son 
Michael  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  nevertheless  charging  here¬ 
by  the  said  premises  with  the  payment  of  the  following  sums  of 
money  in  like  speoie  at  the  times  and  to  the  persons  hereinafter 
mentioned  in  my  lifetime  or  after  my  decease  as  the  same  may  be¬ 
come  due  that  is  to  say  unto  myself  if  I  shall  then  be  living  the 
sum  of  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
November  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof;  unto  my  daughter  maria  Bar¬ 
bara  the  wife  of  Joseph  Huntrecker  the  sura  of  forty-one  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  nine  whether  I  m  ftv  ^  ®  1 1  i  ^  ^ 

this  life;  unto  my  daughter  Catharine  the  wife  of  John  Huntzecker 
the  like  sun.  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence 
on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  and  again 
unto  my  before  named  daughter  Maria  Barbara  the  sum  of  forty-one 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
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•even  hundred  and  ninety  three  and  unto  my  before  named  daughter 
'  Catharine  the  like  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
and  six  pence  on  th©  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be 
•  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  or.a  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five 
and  I  further  charge  the  said  premises  with  the  annual  delivery 
unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  at  her  habitation  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  and  things  during  all  the  term  and  time  of  her  natur¬ 
al  lifo  that  is  to  say  throe  bushels  of  wheat  the  same  quantity 
of  ryo  the  like  quantity  of  buckwheat  six  bushels  of  potatoes  and 
the  came  quantity  of  turnips  twenty-five  pounds  of  pork  sound  anr 
good  ten  pounds  of  good  fat  beef  six  pounds  of  wall  hackled  flax 
and  a  like  quantity  of  fime  tow  one  pair  of  new  serviceable  shoes 
and  ten  shillings  like  speoie  in  cash  the  said  deed  or  anything 
therein  contained  to  the  oontrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstand¬ 
ing.  And  I  do  like ‘wise  confirm  unto  my  said  son  Michael,  his 
executors  and  administrators  all  and  singlar  the  household  goods 
implements  of  husbandry  horses  and  cattle  and  other  things  he  hath 
now  of  mine  in  hi3  possession  and  specified  and  contained  in  an 
inventory  in  my  own  hand  writing  and  I  do  likewise  give  unto  my 
said  son  Michael  the  smallest  copper  still  with  its  worm  tubs 
and  ©very  article  thereof  appertaining  and  for  as  much  as  I  have 
givon  and  granted  in  like  manner  unto  my  said  son  Henry  by  sundry 
deeds  and  conveyances  by  ms  executed  and  delivered  as  escrows  to 
take  effeot  after  my  decease  the  messuage  or  tenement  plantation 
and  tract  of  land  whereon  I  now  live  with  sundry  other  adjacent 
tracts  now  I  do  hereby  confirm  the  same  unto  him  my  said  son 
Henry  excepting  and  hereby  reserving  thereout  the  free  and  unin¬ 
terrupted  use  and  occupancy  of  that  messuage  or  tenement  whereon 
I  and  my  wife  now  live  with  the  gardens  and  appurtenances  there¬ 
unto  belonging  to  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  if  she  survives 
me  for  and  during  all  the  term  and  time  of  her  natural  life  and 
I  do  moreover  charge  the  aforesaid  premises  with  the  payment  of  the 
following  sums  of  money  in  like  specie  at  the  time  and  to  the  per¬ 
sons  hereinafter  named  either  in  my  lifetime  or  after  my  decease 
as  the  case  may  happen  to  be  that  is  to  say  unto  myself  if  I 
shall  so  long  live  the  sum  of  twenty-two  pounds  and  ten  shillings 
on  tiie  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  next  ensuing  the  date  here¬ 
of;  unto  my  daughter  Catharine  the  wife  of  John  Huntzecker  the  sum 
of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven;  unto  my  daughter 
Albertine  the  wife  of  Simon  V.her  the  sun  of  forty-one  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence;  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
Member  whioh  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight;  unto  ny  daughter  ELISABETH  BARBARA  the 
wife  of  JOHN  S CHUCK  the  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
and  six  ponce  on  the  twenty -seventh  day  of  November  which  -will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety; 
unto  my  before  named  dauzhter  Albertine  the  like  sum  of  forty-one 
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pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
«*day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  cur  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two;  unto  my  before  named  daughter  ELISABETH 
BARBARA  the  like  sun  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
six  pence  on  the  twenty- seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  cur  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  unto 
my  daughter  Albert ine  the  like  cum  of  forty-one  pound3  seventeen 
shillings  and  cix  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six;  unto  my  daughter  Maria  Barbara  the  wife  of  Joseph  Iluntzecker  the 
like  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which  will  bo  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  unto  ELISABETH  BARBARA 
my  before  named  daughter  the  like  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ona  thousand  seven  and  ninoty-oisrht 5 
unto  my  daughter  Catharine  the  like  sum  of  forty-on©  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  s5.x  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which 
will  be  in  the?  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine;  unto  my  said  daughter  Albertina  the  like  sum  of  forty-one 
pounds  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which  will 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  unto  my 
daughter  Maria  Barbara  the  like  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  seventeen 
shill  ings  and  six  penes  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  which 
will  bo  in  the  year  of  cur  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one; 
and  unto  nv  before  named  daughter  ELISABETH  BARBARA  the  like  sum  of 
forty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  two;  and  1  do  further  charge  the  above 
mentioned  premises  with  the  delivery  unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth 
Barbara  annually  at  her  dwelling  house  for  and  during  the  term  and 
time  of  her  natural  life  the  following  articles  and  things  herein 
specified  that  is  to  say  three  bushels  of  wheat,  eight  bushels  of 
buckwheat  six  bushels  of  rye  the  like  quantity  of  potatoes  three 
bushels  of  turnips  twenty-five  bushels  of  sound  apples  for  winter 
use  besides  those  she  may  have  occasion  for  in  summer  and  fall  season 
and  six  pounds  of  well  hackled  flax  the  sans  quantity  of  clean  tew 
six  pounds  of  good  wool  fifty  pounds  of  good  fat  pork  and  fifteen 
pounds  of  good  marketable  beef  two  barrles  of  good  rack*a  cyder  and 
One  barrel  of  cyder  royal  ten  gallons  of  proof  brandy  and  ona  pair 
of  new  serviceable  shoes  and  fifteen  shillings  in  specie  in  cash  and 
I  do  ordain  that  my  said  son  Henry  shall  annually  deliver  unto  my 
said  wife  and  put  the  same  in  the  loft  over  the  stable  as  much  hay 
and  straw  as  will  be  sufficient  to  feed  and  support  one  cow  and  in 
ca3e  that  cow  should  by  any  means  become  useless  he  ay  said  son 
Henry  shall  replace  the  same  with  another  or  others  from  time  to 
time" a3  necessity  may  require  that  so  she  my  said  ^ife  may  never  dur¬ 
ing  her  life  be  in  want  of  milk  and  that  l*e  my  said  son  Henry  shall 
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likewise  deliver  at  the  door  of  my  said  wife’s  habitation  as  often 
as^  need  shall  require  as  much  cord  and  other  wood  regularly  split 
and  out  for  fire  wood  as  she  shall  demand  and  if  so  be  that  ny  said 
wife  should  at  any  time  during  her  natural  life  bo  rendered  help¬ 
less  by  sickness,  age  or  infirmity  I  do  in  that  case  3trictly  charge 
and  enjoin  my  said  son  uenry  to  sustain  and  support  her  at  her  own 
proper  cost  and  charges  in  and  with  everythin?  requisite  and  necess¬ 
ary  as  bocomsth  a  dutiful  child  to  an  affectionate  aged  parent  and  I 
do  give  unto  my  caid  son  Henry  all  the  household  goods,  implements 
of  husbandry,  horses,  cattle  and  other  things  now  in  his  possession 
specified  and  contained  in  a  paper  of  inventory  in  my  own  hand 
writing,  also  all  the  smith’s  tools  heretofore  used  by  ms  without 
exception  likewise  my  largest  still  with  its  worm  tubs  and  all  other 
appurtenanoes  thereunto  belonging  provided  always  and  nevertheless 
that  what  I  have  hereinbefore  given  or  intended  for  my  said  wife’s 
use  I  have  so  given  her  in  lieu  of  her  dower  or  other  expectancy  out 
of  my  estate  and  not  otherwise  and  on  this  express  condition  like¬ 
wise  that  she  ray  said  wife  do  remain  sole  and  unmarried,  anything 
herein  before  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith¬ 
standing#  And  as  for  an  concerning  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  all 
my  effects  whatsoever  or  whereso  ever  not  herein  before  particularly 
deposed  of  together  with  the  aforesaid  principal  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  on  the  decease  of  ray  said  wife  I  do  give  devise 
and  bequeath  the  same  unto  and  amongst  all  ny  children  namely  the 
said  Michael,  henry,  Elisabeth  Barbara,  Maria  Barbara,  Catherine  and 
Albertine  in  equal  parts  and  shares  and  I  do  declare  this  only  to  be 
my  last  will  and  testament  hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me  at 
any  time  heretofore  made# 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Michael  Ohl  the  testator  have  hereunto 
sot  my  hand  and  seal  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six  the  tenth  year 
of  the  Independence  of  ftorth  American  United  states# 

Signed  sealed  published  and  deolared  by  the  Michael  Ohl 

above  named  Michael  Ohl  the  testator  as 
and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  (con¬ 
tained  in  two  sheets  of  paper)  in  the 
presence  of  us  who  in  his  preaenoe  and  at 
his  request  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
names  as  witnesses  thereto# 

Peter  Kohler 

Peter  Hand we rk 

Tobias  Ebert 


On  the  seventh  day  of  September  1804  Peter  Handwerk,  a  witness 
to  the  above  will,  appeared  in  Court  and  swore  that  he  was  present 
at  the  execution  of  the  said  will# 
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Codicil#  Whereas  I  Michael  Ohl  of  Baidelberg  Township  in 
the  County  of  Northampton*  in  the  State  of  xbnnsy  Ivania,  blaoksmith, 
did  duly  make  and  publish  uy  la3t  will  and  testament  in  writing, 
bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thous¬ 
and  seven  hundred  eighty-six  and  thereby  interalia  did  order  and 
direct  the  executor  of  the  3aid  will  to  set  apart  and  put  out  on 
interest  or  good  security  by  mortgage  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  specie  and  the  interest  money  thence  arising  directed 
to  be  paid  annually  to  my  then  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  for  and  dur¬ 
ing  her  natural  life  and  from  and  immediately  after  her  decease  the 
said  principal  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  revert  back  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  part  of  the  residuary  part  of  ny  estate  hereinafter  to  be  men¬ 
tioned#  And  further  did  give  unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara 
such  of  my  household  and  kitchen  furniture  a3  she  may  think  fit  to 
take  out  of  the  whole  for  her  own  necessary  use  and  the  choice  of 
three  cows  I  shall  die  posse ssod  of  and  after  having  confirmed  unto 
my  son  Michael  Ohl  all  the  deeds  and  writings  under  my  hand  and  seal 
delivered  as  escrows  to  take  effect  after  my  decease  for  five  sever¬ 
al  tracts  of  land  charging  the  6ane  with  the  sundry  Bums  of  money 
to  be  paid  thereout  at  the  time  and  to  the  persons  in  the  said  will 
mentioned  and  I  did  further  charge  the  same  with  annual  delivery 
unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  at  her  habitation  the  following 
articles  and  things  yearly  during  ail  the  time  of  her  natural  life, 
that  is  to  say  three  bushels  of  wheat  the  same  of  rye  and  the  like 
quantity  of  buckwheat,  six  bushels  of  potatoes  and  six  bushels  of 

turnips,  twenty-five  pounds  of  pork  fat  and  good#  Ten  pounds  of 
good  fat  beef  six  pounds  of  hackled  flax  six  pounds  of  good  clean 
fine  tow  one  pair  of  now  serviceable  shoos  end  ten  shillings  in 
specie  in  cash  the  said  deeds  or  anything  therein  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding#  /md  further  having  confirmed  unto  my 
son  Henry  Ohl  all  the  deed  and  conveyances  by  me  executed  and  deliv¬ 
ered  as  escrows  to  take  effect  after  my  decease  the  messuage  and 
tenement  plantation  and  tract  of  land  whereon  I  then  lived  with 
sundry  adjacent  tracts  excepting  and  thereby  reserving:  thereout  the 
full  and  uninterrupted  use  and  occupation  of  that  messuage  or  tene¬ 
ment  whereon  I  and  my  wife  then  lived  with  the  garden  and  appurten¬ 
ances  thereunto  belonging  unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Earbara  if  she 
survive  me  during  all  the  term  and  time  of  her  natural  life  and 
©harping  the  same  with  the  payment  of  sundry  sums  at  the  time  and  to 
the  persons  in  the  said  will  mentioned#  I  do  further  charge  and 
give  the  same  with  the  delivery  unto  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Earbara 
annually  at  her  dwelling  house  all  the  term  and  time  of  her  natural 
life  the  following  articles  and  things  to  wit:  three  bushels  of 
wheat  eight  bushels  of  rye  six  busnels  of  buckwheat  six  bushels  of 
potatoes  three  bushels  of  turnips  twenty-five  bushels  of  sound  - 
apolas  for  winter  use  besides  these  she  nay  have  occasion  in  the 
summer  and  fall  seasons,  six  pounds  of  hackled  flax,  six  pounds  of 
©lean  tow  six  pounds  of  good  wool,  fifty  pounds  of  good  fat  pork. 
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fifteen  pounds  of  (rood  merchantable  beef  two  barrels  of  rack 
eydor  one  barrel  of  eydor  royal  ten  gallons  of  proof  brandy  one 
pair  of  new  serviceable  oboes  and  fifteen  shillings  in  cash.  And 
further  My  son  Henry  shall  annually  deliver  unto  vty  said  wife  and 
put  the  sa-os  in  the  loft  over  the  stable  as  much  hay  and  straw  at 
will  be  sufficient  to  feed  and  euoport  one  ocw  and  in  case  that 
CO#  should  by  any  naans  become  useless  he  my  said  son  Henry  shall 
replace  tho  same  with  another  or  others  from  time  to  time  as 
necessity  may  require  that  so  ny  said  son  Henry  shall  likewise 
deliver  as  much  cord  wood  and  ether  wood  regularly  split  and  cut 
as  she  shall  demand  under  the  provision  that  what  I  had  so  given 
or  so  intended  fa'  my  wife1:*  use  I  bad  given  her  in  lieu  of  her 
dower  or  ether  expectancy  out  of  ny  estate  and  not  otherwise  etc. 
And  as  for  and  concerning  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  ny  estate 
in  eaid  will  not  particularly  disposed  of  to*ot'x?r  with  the  afore¬ 
said  principal  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  on  the  do cease 
of  my  said  wife  X  gave  the  sane  unto  and  amongst  all  ny  children 
namely  Michael,  ifcnry,  Elisabeth  Barbara,  Maria  Barbara,  Catharine 
and  Albortine  in  equal  parts  and  shores  and  of  the  la3t  will  did 
appoint  my  sons  Michael  and  Henry  to  be  the  executors  ac  in  and  by 
the  said  in  part  recited  last  villi  relation  being  thereto  had  more 
fully  will  appear,  And  whereas  my  said  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara 
hath  since  departed  this  life  and  the  bequests  oo  given  her  as 
aforesaid  became  of  non  effoot  and  I  the  said  testator  have  since 
entered  into  wedlock  again  Bow  I  the  said  Michael  Ghl  tbs  testator 
do  by  these  presents  which  X  appoint  to  be  annexed  as  a  codicil  to 
ny  said  will  and  desire  to  be  accepted  and  taken  as  for  part  of 
the  said  will  do  hereby  direct  my  executors  to  sot  atari  and  put 
Out  at  intercot  (instead  of  the  herein  before  mentioned  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds)  and  place  on  good  security  by  mortgage  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  pounds  specie  and  the  interest  therefrom  arising  yearly 
to  pay  yearly  and  every  year  unto  my  present  wife  Maria  during  i#r 
natural  life  or  as  long  as  she  shall  remain  my  widow  and  from  and 
imnsdiateiy  after  her  decease  the  said  sun  of  two  hundred  pounds 
shall  revert  back  to  the  residuary  part  of  rny  estate*  And  in  cats 
my  said  wife  shall  enter  into  wedlock  again  then  I  will  that  fifty 
pounds  thereof  shall  immediately  revert  back  to  the  residue  of  ny 
estate  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  be  left  on 
interest  and  the  interest  thereof  be  paid  to  ny  said  wife  during 
her  natural  life  notwithstanding  any  ouch  now  coverture  and  after 
her  decease  the  principal  to  so  to  the  residue  of  my  estate  and  I 
do  give  and  bequeath  unto  ny  said  wife  Maria  for  her  use  benefit 
and  behoof  all  and  every  the  bequests  gifts  occupancies  uses 
annuities  privo leges  and  emoluments  which  are  in  the  said  last 
will  and  in  part  herein  before  mentioned  as  given  to  my  last  wife 
iferla  Elisabeth  Barbara  and  wore  in  part  to  be  delivered  to  her 
by  ny  said  cons  Michael  and  Henry  respectively  and  I  will  that 
the  same  and  every  part  thereof  be  delivered  annually  to  my  said 
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nif®  Maria  and  enjoyed  by  liar  in  toto  during  all  the  term  and  tins© 
of  h;ir  natural  Ufa  as  Ion#  as  she  shall  remain  ray  widow  and  I 
will  that  tl^e  use  and  occupancy  herein  before  jriven  to  irer  tha  tene¬ 
ment  I  now  live  on  with  tha  pardon  and  appurtenance 3  bo  understood 
as  lo  include  also  the  apri m  house  stable  and  bake  room  and  I  also 
pive  to  her  ny  said  wife  Maria  the  uao  and  benefit  of  the  swanps 
osar  the  spring  house  during?  her  natural  life  or  as  lonz  03  ahe  shall 
remain  ny  v/id ow«  i*nd  further  I  will  that  my  said  son  henry  snail 
provide  i or  ny  cold  wife  Lcria  during  hor  romaininz  ny  widow  a  pood 
riding  horas  as  often  as  she  shall  havo  occasion  or  chuoe  to  use  it« 
And  I  do  hereby  expressly  dec  loro  that  what  X  have  hereby  eivon  or 
intended  for  tie  ure  of  ny  said  wife  Maria  I  have  zivon  her  in  lieu 
of  her  dozer  and  other  expectancy  out  of  ny  estate  and  whereas  I 
have  in  ny  lifetime  provided  for  all  ny  children  of  ny  first  narriave 
os  well  as  recited  in  ny  said  last  will  as  otherwise  and  have  also 
in  particular  raven  to  each  of  ny  daughters  deed  polls  or  other  in¬ 
struments  of  writinz  for  certain  tracts  of  land  which  they  are  now  in 
possession  and  which  X  directed  to  bo  drawn  as  to  be  held  by  ny  said 
daughters  and  their  heirs  of  their  bodies  respectively  I  now  will 
that  and  all  the  reot  and  residue  of  ny  estate  'whatsoever  and  where¬ 
soever  not  in  the  said  will  or  heroin  before  riven  or  bequeathed  the 
•one  may  consist  in  lands  cash  pounds  notes  book  debts  demands  wares 
or  any  other  thinzs  whatsoever  by  ny  executors  be  converted  into 
money  to  the  best  advantage  and  1  rive  to  ny  said  executors  full 
power  to  eizn  seal  and  oxooutc  rood  and  lawful  deeds  or  conveyances 
to  ouch  person  or  persona  their  heirs  and  aasizna  aa  they  shall 
think  proper  to  contract  with  for  the  sale  of  the  euid  lands  and  in 
case  it  shall  please  God  not  to  blcoa  my  present  narriaze  with  issue 
I  give  and  bequeath  the  said  residue  unto  my  eaid  children  to  wit: 
ilichasl,  itonry,  Elisabeth  Barbara,  laria  Barbara,  Catharine  and 
Albertina  to  be  devidsd  anons  them  share  and  chare  alike  with  the 
express  provision  that  if  any  of  my  said  daughters  shall  die  bofore 
os  ouch  share  shall  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  ny  Executors  and  by  them 
put  out  on  interest  and  the  interest  thereof  as  much  as  possible  be 
aoemmlatod  until  the  children  of  the  body  of  ny  deceased  daughters 
ccsao  to  the  ape  of  twenty-one  years  respectively  then  the  said  prinoi- 
pal  and  interest  to  be  dovided  and  paid  to  them  or  the  survivor  or 
iurvivora  of  then  share  and  snare  alike  but  in  case  ny  present 
marrlaze  with  my  said  wife  i&ria  shall  be  blessed  with  isaue  then  and 
In  that  case  I  zivo  and  bequeath  all  the  said  rest  and  residue  of  ray 
•aid  estate  to  the  children  of  ny  second  narriaze  or  the  survivor  or 
survivors  of  then  wisen  they  shall  cone  to  lawful  ar?e  with  the  inter¬ 
est  thereof  and  in  that  case  ny  children  of  ny  first  carriage  will 
oonalder  themselves  fully  provided  with  the  portions  by  t;*n  receiv¬ 
ed  as  aforesaid  and  in  that  cane  us  ny  lccvinz  such  child  or  children 
Of  ny  narriaze  with  the  said  Maria  I  will  that  she  ny  sold  wife  Maria 
shall  bo  oo-exscutor  of  my  said  last  will  and  of  which  this  codicil 
la  a  part  together  with  my  sons  kioheol  and  henry  therein  appointed 


brs*  eft  * 

>■  9vn  v;::  ,  .-jo  oi  ;■ -\  «.vi;a  U%  attuia  to  e^oriv 


exeoutora  and  have  the  gruardi&nship  of  the  said  minor  child  or 
children.  But  in  case  I  shall  have  no  such  issue  then  my  said  wife 
shall  have  no  share  in  the  executing  of  thia  my  la3t  will  and  in 
ease  there  is  such  issue  and  she  shall  enter  into  wedlock  asain  the 
whole  guardianship  of  such  minor  child  or  children  shall  bo  taken 
solely  by  ny  said  sons  Michael  and  Henry.  And  I  do  hereby  confirm 
my  said  la3t  will  in  all  and  every  port  which  is  not  hereby  altered 
or  revoked  in  witness  whereof  I  the  said  testator  Michael  Ohl  have 
to  this  codicil  sot  my  hand  and  seal  the  ninth  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Christ ain  Smith  Michael  Ohl 

Jacob  Oswald. 

In  the  line  50,  61  and  5 2  in  stet  of  the  twenty-five  bushels  of 
apples  she  shall  have  the  ri*?ht  in  the  orchard  by  my  house  to  take 
apples  and  peaohes  for  her  use  as  much  as  she  wants  and  my  son  Henry 
shall  keep  the  orchards  and  meadows  in  good  fens  and  in  the  line  SI, 
62,  63  and  64  in  stet  of  the  cow  she  shall  have  the  risrht  to  take 
two  cows  which  she  pleas  and  is  to  go  with  my  son  Henry  his  cows  on 
the  place.  In  witness  whereof  I  the  said  Michael  Ohl  have  hereunto 
*et  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

Christain  Smith  Miohael  Ohl 

Jaoob  Oswald 

Probated  7  September  1804. 


Letters  were  issued  to  Michael  Ohl  and  Henry  Ohl  in  the  estate  of 
Miohael  Ohl  September  7  1804. 

File  -£2229.  Inventories  in  German  script.  The  will  and  the  codicils 
and  on  account  of  the  exeoutors  in  which  small  bills  were  paid.  Bo 
distribution  of  the  residue  among  the  heirs  given.  Henry  Ohl  caveat - 
ed  against  the  will  (probate)  13  August  1804  but  later  withdrew  his 

caveat • 

Deed  Book  Vol.  3  Page  221  Release  of  dower  of  Maria  Ohl  in  the 
estate  of  Michael  Ohl  11  April  1805. 


History  of  Lehigh  County,  Chas.  R.  Roberta,  Pagra  971. 

It  appears  from  the  assessment  record  in  Heidelberg  Township  that 
Miohael  Ohl  owned  200  acres  of  land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  North¬ 
ampton  Cotint y,  now  Lshish  County,-  which  was  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Saegersville.  He  took  out  a  warrant  Ausrust  20,  1735  and  30  acres 
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and  another  September  21,  1785  for  70  acres,  end  on  the  latter 

date  a  third  warrant  was  taken  out  for  05  acres  In  the  name  of 
Uiohael  Chi  and  iknry  Chi*  The  name  of  Michael  Chi  appears  in 
the  assessment  list  for  the  township  in  1780* 

County  of  Northampton  heed  Book  E*  Vol*  1,  Pact*  705* 

Indenture  dated  18  January  1786  between  Michael  Ohl  of  Heidelberg 
Township  of  the  ore  part  and  iienry  Chi,  hio  son,  of  the  same  town- 
ship*  Conveys  100  acres  adjoining  Jacob  Idedy,  Jaoob  Peter  and 
lliohael  Chi,  being  a  tract  of  land  warranted  by  Jaoob  Kiody  and 
conveyed  to  Michael  Ohl,  28  of  August  1766*  Also  land  -warranted 
to  Michael  Ohl  {  863),  contrinint  41  acres  adjoining  Jaoob  Kiedy, 
and  a  second  tract  (  364)  for  160  acres  adjoining  his  other  land* 
Jaoob  Daubonspeok,  Hans  Ysager  and  Iranois  Gildnor  in  lioidelborcr 
Township*  a  traot  of  land  warranted  10  November  1774  for  25  acres 
in  ibnn  Township,  Lliohael  Ohl  conveys  this  land  to  his  son  henry 
for  five  shillings* 

Deed  Book  F*  Vol*  1  Page  22* 

Indenture  of  mortgage  between  Deter  bos  sene  r  of  Heidelberg  To?m- 
ship  and  Miohael  Chi  of  the  sane  place*  On  12  May  1761  Michael 
Ohl  convoyed  land  to  Nicholas  Handwork,  who  conveyed  to  Motor 
yeesemer;  new  to  scours  a  nortgago  in  the  amount  of  &  105,  Peter 
Lssseser  oomreys  land  to  Michael  Ohl* 

Deed  Book  a  Vol*  1  Page  103* 

Indenture  between  Miohael  Ohl  and  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara  and 
their  son  ifcnry  Ohl;  five  tracts  of  land  warranted  fth  December, 

1760  by  Michael  Ohl*  Land  adjoined  John  hunt seeker,  John  Handwerk 
and  Jaocb  Peter,  containing  435  acres;  consideration  4  625;  deed 

dated  29  December  1765* 

v  __ 

County  of  Northampton,  Deed  Book  E,  Page  176* 

Indenture  of  mortgage  20  Dsoenber  1784,  between  Bernard  Ohl  of 
Dana  Township  and  Miohael  Ohl  of  Heidelberg  Township;  to  secure 
debt  of  £06,  conveys  a  tract  of  land  in  rt?nn  Township  adjoining 
Joshua  Thomas  and  Le-via  Lewis  on  Lizard  Creek,  containing  100  acres; 
mortgage  satisfied  24  Cotobor  1789* 

Ibid  Page  204* 

Indenture  of  mortgage  between  Lewis  Mena  Inga  r  of  Penn  Township  and 
liiohael  ail;  10  March  1785* 

F  Vol*  1.  Page  22. 

Indenture  of  mortgage  between  Peter  Hesaner  of  Heidelberg  Township 
and  lliohael  Ohl  of  the  same  place* 
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Coed  Book  U  Vol*  1  Ra*  276# 

Indenture  7  January  1792,  between  Michael  Oil  of  Heidelberg  Town¬ 
ship  and  »»lllieua  Rex  of  Lynn  Township;  consideration  fc40;  tract 
of  land  in  Ren n  Township  containing  1C2  acres*  Purobaaod  oO  ICay 
1775  from  Andrew  Kieth* 

'  r 

C  Vol*  Pa*  553 

Copy  of  a  patent  from  the  Commonwealth  to  Michael  Ohl  and  Simon 
v^olur j  tract  of  lanu  containing  49  acres  to  be  for  the  Reformed 
Church,  4  March  1772* 

C  Vol*  2  Pas*  655* 

Ohl  convoys  his  rights  in  the  traot  to  the  Church* 

C*  Vol*  2  Page  648* 

Commission  to  Michael  Ohl  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Township 
of  Lynn  and  Penn  in  Northampton  County,  2Z  Jiily  1799*  (This  may  be 
Michael  Ohl  Jr*}* 


Michael  Ohl  conveyed  a  large  portion  of  hia  land  to  hia  son 
Michael  Gil  Jr*,  who  finally  disposed  of  his  real  estate  in  Lynn 
Town ah ip,  and  moved  across  the  blue  Mountains  where  hia  numerous 
descendants  still  live  in  Schuylkill  and  Caron  Counties*  lie  was 
a  member  of  the  Reformed  Congregation  of  the  ikjidelberg  Church* 

The  will  of  Michael  Ohl  of  Schuylkill  County  (son  of  Michael 
Cbl  Sr*)  is  recorded  in  kill  took  ?1  Pape  65;  was  of  >/eat  Penn 
Township;  dated  September  6,  1022*  isolated  August  30,  1023;  wife 
•— $  sons  George;  son-in-law  John  Stine  of  Lj/nn  Township,  Lehigh 
County;  mention  of  some  property  in  1  airfield  County,  Ohio*  Ex- 
eoutors  —  —  — ;  witnesses  G*  Haldeman  and  George  Chive. 

Henry  Chi,  son  of  Michael  Ohl,  disposed  of  hie  land  and  in¬ 
terests  and  in  1803  moved  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio* 

The  Cfole  were  member*  of  the  Heidelberg  Reformed  Church*  The 
Reformed  records  have  been  lost*  There  are  no  baptisms  of  the 
children  of  Liohael  Ohl  in  the  Lutheran  records*  liit  Michael  Ohl 
and  wife,  Elisabeth  Barbara  stood  sponsor  for  several  ohildren,  a- 
mong  them  the  children  of  Johannes  hunt seeker,  the  hand Jerks, 

Eberts  and  others  in  the  neighborhood* 

The  only  birth  record  of  any  of  the  children  of  Michael  Ohl 
and  Elisabeth  Barbara  is  that  of  bva  Catharina,  daughter  of  Michael 
Chi  and  wife,  Elisabeth  Barbara,  born  January  8,  1753. 
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Records  of  the  Heidelberg  Reformed  Churoh  Cemetery,  Melville 
B.  Sohmoyer. 

The  Old  Cemetery  contains  99  legible  markers,  14  illegible  markers, 
numerous  mounds  having  no  markers.  The  only  Ohls  listed  are  as 

follows: 

Michael  Chi,  born  June  26,  1729,  died  July  4,  1804. 

Married  37  years  10  months  13  days  to  Elisabeth  Barbara;  issue 
ten  children,  three  sons,  and  seven  daughters. 

Marla  Ohl,  wife  of  Miohasl  Qhl,  born  December  22,  1751* 
died  April  27,  1829. 

Johannes  Huntsecker,  born  October  26,  1756,  died  July  26,  1836 

Catharine  Huntsecker,  (ruse  Ohl  wife  of  Johannes)  born 
Bovonber  29,  1757,  died  March  6,  1823. 

Maria  Barbara  Huntsecker,  (nee  Ohl  wife  of  Joseph)  born 
July  2,  1761,  died  January  28,  1794. 


From  private  Ministerial  records  of  Rev.  Johann  He  Iff rich: 

Huntsecker  -  son  of  Joseph  and  wife  Maria  Barbara,  died  March  8, 
1793,  aged  four  years  two  months  and  10  days. 


The  above  and  aforesaid  data  was  notarized  June  19, 
1946  by: 

Claire  Robinson  Shirk, 

Harrisburg,  Penn. 

Genealo?ioal  Research. 
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JOBS  SCHECK  I 

Eas  a  native  of  Wurtoribur£,  Germany#  There  is  no  record  of 
the  family  life  in  the  old  country*  When  ho  cany)  to  America  is 
not  of  record*  There  wore  many  others  of  the  Cohuok  name  who  also 
oame  to  Amerioa* 

John  Sohuck  settled  in  Northampton  County,  Ibnnsylvania*  Ths 
first  mention  of  him  of  record  is  that  cf  his  onliutment  in  the 
Revolutionary  «ar  in  1780*  Ha  was  then  nineteen  years  of  asjc* 

Ifeaidoo  John  Schuok,  timers  were  Charlea,  Georrre,  Philip, 

Kart in,  Abraham,  Cnriatian  and  Jacob,  all  of  the  same  name,  in 
Northampton  County,  as  wall  as  other  John  Schuok3*  The  names  of 
Philip*  Georpe  and  Jacob  ore  repoatod  in  the  Sohuck  line*  It  is 
believed  that  some  of  these  may  have  boon  brothers  of  John  Sohuck, 
and  probably  that  of  a  father  also*  The  different  opollinr  of  the 
name  'Lchuck*  is  eaid  to  be  due  to  caroleaoness* 

(records  obtained  by  Claire  E*  Shirk,  Genealogist)* 

P3nn3ylvania  Archives,  Series  V*  Vol*  VIII,  pp  443/4* 

First  Company,  Sixth  Battalion,  Northampton  County  iilitia* 

Lieut*  Col*  Henry  Girer,  Capt*  /dam  Stonier* 

Daniel  Oswald,  Georpe  Shuck,  Philip  Posser  senior  and  junior, 

Charles  Shuck,  Daniel  Dosser,  Jacob  Oswald,  Philip  Shuck,  Durk- 
hard  Uoasor,  John  Sohuck  and  others  who  were  taxed  in  Lynn  township* 
26  October,  1780* 

Ibid  Pa?e  503/4* 

The  some  Company  roll  for  the  year  1782,  John  Sohuck* 

Quotation  from  letter  by  Claire  Shirk,  June  22,  1945:  "Bs- 
eau so  I  was  unablo  to  find  any  land  records  of  John  Schuok,  I  have 
tried  to  chow  that  the  Kossers  who  wont  to  Northumberland  county 
and  John  Sohuck  ware  in  tl)e  sains  locality*  I  have  included  the 
Giltnor  will  and  the  data  on  Philip  Shuck  to  show  that  these  people 
were  in  Lynn  township  in  the  saae  neighborhood,  and  also  in  the 
game  peroral  neighborhood  as  the  Ohio*  Tobias  bfcert,  who  was  an 
exeoutor  of  Irants  Gildnor,  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  Nichael  Qhl 
The  Gildners  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Heidslber*  with 
the  Chls*  I  believe  that  John  Schuok  was  living  on  some  of  the  Chi 
.  land,  possibly,  os  i.ichael  Ohi  owned  hundreds  of  acres  in  North¬ 
ampton  County*  The  deeds  from  iiichael  ohl  Senior  to  i--ichaol  Ohl 
Junior  are  not  recorded  in  Northampton  County*  They  may  bo  in 
Lehieh  County  or  possibly  Berks  County*  Those  Counties  wore  orig¬ 
inally  included  in  Northampton  aa  County*  — — — —  There  is  no 

question  in  my  mind  but  what  the  Lynn  township  man  belongs  to  you 
or  you  belong  to  him*  I  have  an  idea  that  he  was  the  sen  of  a 
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brother  of  Michael  and  John  Jacob  of  Mifflinburg,  as  they  all 
used  the  same  names#  You  will  find  Michael,  Philip,  George,  John 
and  Jacob  in  the  families  of  both  of  these  men." 

County  of  Northampton,  State  of  Rannsylvania,  Deed  Book  F, 
Page  411# 

Indenture  23  October  1785  between  Sarnhard  Gildner,  Jacob  Gildner, 
Tobias  Gildner,  Christian  Gildner,  Philip  Shuck  and  Masrdalena  his 
wife,  Conrad  Me  die  and  Catherine  his  wife,  John  h'eohter  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  all  of  Heidelberg  township,  and  heirs  of  Frant* 
Gildner,  deceased,  of  the  one  part  and  Andrew  Gildner  and  Frantz 
Gildner,  sons  of  Frantz  Gildner,  deceased;  land  warranted  to 
Francis  Gildner  6  April  1749,  patented  17  May,  1769,  containing 
200  acres#  Above  heirs  convey  rights  to  Ardrew  and  Frantz  Gildner# 

Will  of  Francis  Gildner  of  Eaidelberg  township,  Northampton  County, 
dated  August  10,  1775,  probated  September  8,  1775;  wife  Cathreen; 
children  -  Christian,  Andrew,  Francis,  Albertina,  Magdalena,  Cath¬ 
arine,  Margaret,  Barnhard,  Jacob  and  Tobias;  executor,  friend 
Tobias  Ebert# 

Deed  Book  B,  Vol«  2,  Page  667. 

Indenture  between  Philip  Shuck  of  Lynn  township,  Northampton 
County,  joiner,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jacob  Oswald  of  Lynn  town¬ 
ship  of  the  other  part;  consideration  fcl40#2#6;  two  tracts  of  land 
in  Lynn  township  adjoining  Philip  Shuck,  Jaoob  Oswald,  Daniel  Os¬ 
wald  and  Paul  Hortsoe,  containing  45  acres  64  perches;  deed  dated 
25  January,  17S0# 

Letters  of  administration  were  issued  April  27,  1791  to  Magdalena 
Shuck,  widow,  and  Philip  Mosser  of  Lynn  township,  yeoman,  in  the, 
estate  of  Philip  Shuck,  deceased.  Inventory  April  23,  1791  by 
Philip  Mosser  and  Burkhart  Mosser  Jr#  The  settlement  November  14, 
1792  shows  that  Philip  Shuck  awed  money  to  John  Sohuck  and  Martin 
Shuck.  Settlement  February  23,  1811  shows  that  Abraham,  Christian, 
Jacob  and  Philip  Shuck  took  articles  at  the  appraisal# 

HOTE-  The  above  Philip  Shuck  is  believed  to  have  been  a  brother 
of  John  Shuck  of  Lynn  township,  Northampton  County  and 
Penn*s  Valley,  Center  County#  It  is  also  believed  that 
Philip  Mosser,  who  died  in  1804,  married  Catharine  Shuck, 
sister  of  Philip  and  John  Shuck# 

Pennsylvania  Archives  Series  III  Vol#  19,  Page  240/1# 

Taxable s  in  Lynn  township  Northampton  County  1783,  Philip  Mosser 
Jr#,  Paati&n  Mouser,  Daniel  Oswald,  Jaoob  Oswald,  Charles  Shuck, 
George  Shuck,  Philip  Shuck  and  John  Shuok. 


/ 
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County  of  Horthampton,  State  of  Ronnsylvonia,  Doed  Book  B, 

Vol«  2,  ix ipe  242* 

Adam  Shuck  of  Lo'wor  k t*  Bethel  township  states  his  father*  John 
Pater  Sohuck,  late  of  Forks  township,  deceased,  by  hla  last  will 
and  teoto-ient  Revised  to  the  said  Adorn  Shuck  a  tract  of  land  in 
Forks  township;  will  dated  28  December*  1783*  M am  Shuok  was  to 
pay  L700  for  the  tract  of  land*  loin?  the  tract  whereon  his  father 
then  dwelt*  Since  the  makinsr  of  the  Inst  will  and  to3tnment  the 
land  has  rioen  in  value  and  /.dam  Shuok  is  induced  by  brotherly  lo70 
to  pay  to  his  ei3tora  and  brothers,  oxoeptin?  brother  Hanry  who  has 
agreed  to  tales  half  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  when  he  comoa  of 
age*  tho  oust  of  fclOSO  for  the  land#  Ikxv  /dam  covenants  with  tutor 
Shuck*  nephew  and  son  of  his  brother  Christian  Shuck,  deceased* 
Elisabeth  Shuck,  L&rmret  Shuok,  inter-narriod  with  John  Croon*  Rater 
Shuok,  and  Christina  Shuck,  his  brothers  and  ci  stars  — — — •  Deed 
dated  23  August,  1734#  Deed  Book  B*  7ol#  3*  Raee  388  shows  the 
wife  of  thio  /dam  Shuok  as  Barbara* 

The  will  of  John  Rater  Sohuck  of  Forks  township,  dated  December  28, 
1786,  probated  August  25,  1794,  names  wife  Anna  fury  and  aons 
Christian,  Adam  and  henry*  (Abstract  oopied  in  the  Historical  Room 
Easton  Library)* 

Will  of  Christian  Shuok  of  Lower  Mt*  Bathe 1  township:  wife  Tory; 
children  Christian,  Tobias,  Joseph,  Jacob,  Barbara  wife  of  John 
Baker,  Lory  wife  of  Barnet  ilillor,  Elisabeth  wife  of  Joseph  Uiller, 
Sarah  wife  of  Abraham  Bonn,  Susanna  wife  of  Re  tor  Bonn,  Ann  wife 
of  Joseph  Smith,  John  deceased;  executors,  son  Joseph  end  son-in-law 
Abraham,  both  of  Lower  ut*  Bethel  township*  Dated  September  2,  1823, 
probated  March  6,  1829* 

There  are  also  other  wills  of  various  named  •  Sohock,  Shook,  Shick 
and  Sohuck* 

Old  Graveyards  of  Bor thempt on-Eye rman:  “Jacob  Sohuck  born 
15  February  1761,  died  9  October  1834#  Wife  Larsaret  born 
January  7,  1771,  died  6  Larch  1849 


John  Sohuck  married  Elisabeth  Barbara  Oil,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Elisabeth  Barbara  Ohl,  of  Hoidelbere  terwnahip;  Ibrthnmpton  County* 
Their  marriage  is  of  record  in  tho  will  of  ? iohael  Ohl,  dated 
January  29,  17G6,  which  is  on  record  at  Easton,  iennsylvania* 

The  historios  su?<?e8t  that  the  Schuoks  were  members  of  the 
Orpan  Church  of  Lynn  township,  and  there  is  a  published  his¬ 
tory  of  that  Church  ar.d  same  of  the  Church  records,  not  many* 
There  are  no  Schuoks  in  this  record* 


. 
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History  of  Center  County,  Linn*  Gregg  township  p  289* 

Sebastian  Mosser,  whose  wife  was  Ann  Miller,  settled  on  the  place 
adjoining  the  Penn  township  line  as  early  as  1789.  Ito  had,  however, 
visited  th8  Valley  in  1778  and  made  a  purchase,  but  the  depreciation 
of  Continental  money  interfered  with  it*  He  left  a  large  family. 
Philip  B.  Hoaser,  his  son,  was  born  in  Lynn  township,  Northampton 
County,  and  died  in  1873,  aged  89  years* 

Philip  Mosser,  a  brother  of  Sebastian  Mosscr,  oane  with 
John  Sohuck  about  the  year  1789.  He  died  July  19,  1804  and  is  bur¬ 
ied  at  Ifeokman’s  graveyard*  Hi3  children  were  Philip,  David,  John, 
Elisabeth,  Catharine,  Barbara,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Magdalena* 

It  is  not  known  when  John  Sohuok,  his  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara 
and  the  Messers  left  Northampton  County,  but  it  must  have  bean  be¬ 
tween  1788  and  1789*  It  is  of  record  that  they  bought  adjoining 
tracts  of  land  in  Northumberland  County  February  25,  1789*  Copies 
of  their  deeds  follow* 

County  of  Northumberland  Deed  Book  D  Page  341* 

This  indenture  made  the  26th  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  between  Abraham  Piatt  of 
Potter  township  in  the  County  of  Northumberland  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Esquire,  and  Anne  his  wife,  of  the  one  part  and  Philip 
Mossor  of  the  said  township,  yeoman,  of  the  other  part. 

Witnesseth  that  the  said  Abraham  Piatt  and  Anne  his  wife  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds 
lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Philip 
Mosser  at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  hereof  the  receipt 
whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge  have  granted  bargained  assigned 
and  transfered  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  do  grant  bargain 
assign  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Philip  Mosser  his  heirs  and  assigns 
all  that  oertain  tract  of  land  called  <JAarwellrt  situate  in  the  County 
of  Northumberland  beginning  at  a  marked  black  oak  thence  north 
eighty-five  degrees  host  one  hundred  and  fifteen  perohes  to  a  mark¬ 
ed  hickory  thence  by  Daniel  Long?s  land  bouth  five  degrees  best  two 
hundred  and  thirty  perches  to  a  post  a  corner  of  land  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  John  Schuck  thence  South  eighty-five  degrees  East  fifty- 
one  porches  to  a  post  thence  by  the  same  South  three  degrees  East 
ninety-seven  perohes  and  a  half  to  a  post  thence  along  the  same  land 
South  eighty-five  degrees  East  fifty  perches  to  a  post  thence  by 
John  bat son* s  land  North  five  degrees  East  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  perches  to  the  place  of  beginning  containing  one  hundred  and 
•ighty-oight  aores  and  aixty-fivo  porches  and  the  usual  allowance  of 
six  per  cent  for  roads  and  highways  (it  is  part  of  the  same  tract  of 
land  whioh  Reuben  Haines  by  a  certain  indenture  bearing  date  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June  1785  for  the  consideration  therein  mention¬ 
ed  granted  to  the  said  Abraham  Piatt  party  hereto  in  fee  of  in  and 
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by  the  8aid  indenture  recorded  in  the  office  for  the  recording  of 
creeds  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland  in  book  C  Page  103— 

Abraham  Piatt 

Anne  Piatt 

Deed  Book  D,  Page  341* 

This  indenture  made  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  nine  between  Abraham 
Piatt  of  Potters  township  in  the  County  of  Northumberland  and  State 
of  Pennsylvania  Esquire,  and  Anne  his  wife  of  the  one  part  and  Joan 
Sohuok  of  the  said  township  yeoman,  of  the  other  part# 

Witneaseth  that  the  said  Abraham  Piatt  and  Anno  his  wife  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  five  pounds 
lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  John 
Sohuok  at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  hereof  the  receipt 
whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge  have  granted  bargained  assigned 
and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  do  grant  bargain  assign  and  eon#* 
firm  unto  the  said  John  Sohuok  his  heirs  and  assigns  all  that  cer¬ 
tain  traot  of  land  called  "Ansell*1  situate  in  the  County  of  North¬ 
umberland  beginning  at  a  marked  black  oak  a  corner  of  John  Y«atson*s 
land  thence  North  five  degrees  East  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
perohes  and  a  half  to  a  post  thence  by  land  intended  to  be  conveyed 
to  Philip  Mosser  North  eighty-five  degrees  7«est  fifty  perches  to  a 
post  thence  by  the  same  North  three  degrees  best  ninety-seven  perches 
and  a  half  to  a  post  thence  along  the  same  land  North  eiehty-five 
degrees  Vie  at  fifty-one  perches  to  a  post  thence  by  Daniel  Long’s 
land  South  five  degrees  neat  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  perches 
to  a  post  thence  by  James  McCormick^  land  South  forty-five  East  one 
hundred  and  fifty  perches  to  the  place  of  beginning  containing  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  and  sixty-five  perches  and  the  usual 
allowance  of  six  per  cent  for  roads  and  highways  (its  part  of  the 
same  traot  of  land  which  Reuben  Haines  by  his  cortain  indenture 
bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of  June  1785  for  the  consideration  there 
In  mentioned  granted  to  the  said  Abraham  Piatt  party  hereto  in  fee 
As  in  and  by  the  said  indenture  recorded  in  the  office  for  the  record 
ing  of  doeds  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland  in  book  C  page 
103)  recourse  being  thereunto  had  more  fully  appears#  Together  with 
All  and  singular  the  buildings  improvements  woods  underwoods  waters 
water  courses  rights  liberties  priviledges  hereditaments  and  appur¬ 
tenances  whatsoever  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  and  the 
reversion  and  remainders  rents  issues  and  profits  thereof  and  also 
All  the  estate  right  title  interest  use  possession  property  claim 
and  demand  whatsoever  of  them  the  said  Abraham  Piatt  and  Anne  his 
wife  of  in  and  to  the, hereby  granted  premises  and  every  part  there¬ 
of  with  the  appurtenances#  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  described 
tract  or  pieoe  of  land  hereditaments  and  premises  hereby  granted 
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and  sold  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be  with  the  appurtenances 
unto  the  said  John  Schuck  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only  proper 
use  and  benefit  and  behalf  of  the  3a.id  John  Schuck  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  and  subject  to  the  quit  rents  due  and  to  become 
due  unto  the  chief  lord  or  lord3  of  the  fee  thereof  and  the  said 
Abraham  Piatt  and  Anne  his  wife  for  themselves  their  heirs  executors 
and  administrators  do  covenant  and  promise  and  grant  to  and  with  the 
said  John  cchuck  his  heirs  and  assigns  by  these  presents  that  the 
said  Reuben  iiaines  and  his  heirs  shall  and  will  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter  at  the  reasonable  request  cost  and  charges  in  the  law  of 
him  the  said  John  schuck  his  heirs  and  assigns  make  do  execute  and 
acknowledge  or  cause  to  be  all  such  further  and  other  lawful  and 
reasonable  aot  and  acts  deed  or  deeds  device  or  devices  in  the  law 
whatsoever  for  the  further  better  and  more  effectual  assurance  and 
confirmation  of  the  said  described  tract  of  land  hereditaments  and 
premises  hereby  granted  or  mentioned  so  to  be  granted  with  the 
appurtenances  unto  the  said  John  Schuck  his  heirs  and  assigns  for¬ 
ever  as  by  him  or  them  or  his  or  their  council  learned  in  the  law 
shall  be  reasonably  advised  devised  or  required*  In  witness  whereof 
the  said  parties  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and 
seals  dated  the  day  and  year  aforesaid*  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  us* 

Jacob  Stober 

Martin  ftithington  Abraham  Piatt 

Anne  Piatt 

Peeeived  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  above  written  indenture  of  the 
above  names  John  Schuck  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  being  in  full  consideration 
therein  mentioned* 

Abraham  Piatt  - 
Anne  Piatt* 

The  deeds  for  this  land  are  of  record  at  Sunbury  in  North¬ 
umberland  County*  Haines  Township  is  now  in  Center  County*  >'<ith  the 
later  division  of  Counties,  Center  County  was  cut  from  hiffiin, 
Lycoming,  Northumberland  and  Huntington  Counties,  February  14,  1800* 

The  original  deeds  of  the  Schuck  farm  are  as  follow*; 

Thomas  and  Eiohard  Penn, (brothers  of  William  Penn)  to 

Peuben  iiaines,  bated  August  1,  1766* 

Peuben  Haines  to  Abraham  Piatt,  dated  June  7,  1785* 

Abraham  Piatt,  to  John  Schuck,  dated  February  26,  1789* 


Heckman *s  Church  of  Penn’s  Valley,  Pennsylvania. 

Penn’s  Valley,  in  Center  County  was  settled  almost  wholly  by  Germans 
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from  the  lower  Counties,  some  having  located  there  prior  to  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  The  Valley  was  frequently  ravaged  by  the  Indiana  and  no3t 
of  the  settlers  retired  to  their  former  homes  until  it  was  safe  to 
return.  Several  '■'erraan  Churches  were  organized  soon  after  the 
Revolution.  Among  these  w  as  the  Heokman  Church,  near  Penn  Hall. 

This  Church  has  the  largest  cemetery  of  any  country  Church  in  the 
valley.  The  church  was  named  after  Peter  heokman,  one  of  the  first 
settlers. 

Heckman’s  Graveyard. 

The  oldest  burial  place  is  that  commonly  called  Heckman’s  Graveyard. 
This  was  a  plot  of  land  originally  sat  aside  by  John  Schuck  for 
their  own  private  burial  ground,  and  in  later  years  was  used  by  the 
oomnunity  at  large.  Here  are  buried  most  of  the  old  Ggrman  pioneers. 
The  first  burial  is  believed  to  have  been  a  child  of  the  Schuoka. 

John  So  buck  did  not  live  long  to  en.loy  his  new  home  in  Penn’s 
falley.  He  was  acoidentsily  killed  in  1799  by  a  falling  tree  which 
he  was  felling  to  use  in  the  construction  of  his  barn.  Besides  his 
widow,  he  left  a  family  of  eight  children,  John,  David,  Jaeob, 
iiichael,  George,  Philip,  ilary  and  Catharine. 

John  Sohuck  was  buried  in  the  family  plot,  now  Heckman’s  Grave¬ 
yard*  The  inscription  from  his  grave  reads  as  follows: 

Here  rests  John  Schuck 
Born  on  the  15th  of  September  1761 
Died  on  the  11th  of  February  1799 
At  the  age  of  37  years,  4  months 
and  29  days 

Hero  rests  my  body  free  of  all 
earthly  ills 

And  sleeps  until  the  day  of  the 
resurrection 

Tho  soul  is  in  the  Hand  cf  God 
In  its  rightful  home. 

After  her  husband’s  death,  Barbara  Schuok  married  again,  but 
beoauss  of  ill  treatment  she  left  her  husband  and  moved  to  Canton, 
Ohio  to  live  with  her  son  David.  She  resumed  the  name  Sohuck,  or 
Shook.  She  died  June  23,  1832,  and  is  buried  in  Zion  Cemetery  at 
Bor th  Canton,  Ohio. 

The  spelling  of  the  Sohuck  name  was  changed  to  ’Shook*  in  the 
early  part  of  1800,  and  has  since  been  so  used  by  both  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  branches  of  the  original  Sohuck  family. 

In  a  recent  letter  (Uaroh  19,  1S4S)  from  Lire.  Cora  Shook,  the 
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present  owner  of  Shook  Farm,  is  given  the  lino  of  succession  of 
those  who  have  owned  the  Old  Homestead,  beginning  with  the  first 
John  Echuck: 

(2)  John  Shook  II,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Farbora 
Sohuck,  Inherited  the  place  and  his  descendants  have  continued  in 
its  ownership*  He  was  born  in  Lynn  township,  Lorthampton  County 
in  1782  and  died  in  1S42*  lie  married  Christina  Long,  probably  the 
dauyhtor  of  Daniel  Lon?,  who  owned  adjoining  land*  They  had  nine 
children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters  *  John,  Jacob,  David,  George, 
^illi&u,  Daniel,  Dhilip,  Elisabeth  and  'Gary*  John  and  Jacob  died 

at  an  early  an?*  Host  cf  the  family  coved  to  Ohio*  It  is  of  rec¬ 
ord  that  David,  eon  of  John  and  Christina  Lon?  Ehook,  <?a3  born  in 
Center  County,  June  13,  1815#  lie  moved  to  “illiains  County,  Ohio, 
in  1841;  ho  married  Lory  L*  Throne*  He  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  ag¬ 
riculturist,  as  was  his  uncle  David  Chock,  of  Canton,  Olio* 

(3)  Philip  Shook,  son  of  John  and  Christina  Lon?  Shook,  was 
born  Juno  11,  1824  and  died  Lcr/ember  9,  1389*  He  became  t lie  third 
owner  of  the  Old  Home*  He  msrrisd  Catharine  Harter*  They  had  six 
eons:  John,  Ephraim,  George,  Andrew,  Emanuel  and  Daniel* 

(4)  Ephraim  li*  Shook,  born  /-ugust  29,  1856,  died  August 
XI,  1809  at  the  a?e  of  64,  bought  the  old  Homestead*  Ilia  wife, 
Caroline  C*,  was  born  June  28,  1868,  died  September  2,  1923*  He 
bad  two  sons,  Kalph  H*  and  John  Gross* 

.(G)  John  Gross  Shook  was  the  noart  owner  of  the  Old  Home¬ 
stead*  Ho  died  suddenly  from  an  attack  of  pneumonia  in  1933*  He 
Xeft  the  farm  to  his  wife,  Cora*  They  had  three  sons* 

(s)  ^rs*  Cora  Shook,  the  present  owner  of  the  Old  Home¬ 
stead,  runs  the  farm  with  the  help  cf  her  eldest  son,  bavin  G*  Shook. 
He  Is  married  and  ha3  ere  son*  Her  eocond  son  is 

John  C*  Ebook,  who  served  three  and  a  half  years  in 
fcorld  r  II,  was  discharged  lebruary  6,  124S,  and  is  attending  the 
University  of  jfennsylvania*  He  is  married  and  has  one  son,  John 
Curtis* 

Justin  G*,  the  youngest  son,  is  now  fourteen  years  of 

age  (194S)# 

The  Old  S chuck  house  still  stands*  It  has  been  remodeled,  ths 
original  log  house  toin?  sided  over,  and  bath  room  and  electric 
Xi?hts  added*  There  is  an  outside  bake  erven,  and  the  old  spring 
house  still  stands*  The  present  owner  uses  the  bake  oven  to  dry 
sweet  corn  in  the  sterner,  and  occasionally  bakes  her  tread  in  it. 
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Mrs*  Cora  Shook  writes  that  among  the  old  Schuck  papers, 
whioh  are  highly  prized,  are  the  original  deed3  from  the  Penn 
brothers#  Also,  a  deed  to  the  ileokman  Cemetery,  dated  1818,  and  a 
legal  document  with  the  signature  of  MICHAEL  CHL# 


It  is  proper  that  the  Mossers  have  a  place  in  the  Schuck 
family  history#  They  associated  together  in  Northampton  County, 
and  came  together  to  Northumberland  County#  Philip  Mosser  was 
married  to  Catharine  Schuck,  sister  of  John  Schuck#  They  had  nine 
children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters:  Philip,  David,  John,  Elisa¬ 
beth,  Catharine,  Barbara,  Sarah,  t!ary  and  Magdalina#  There  is  a 
similarity  of  names  between  the  Liosser  and  Sohuok  families# 

From  the  record,  a  son  John  was  born  to  Philip  andCatharine 
Mosser  on  the  8th  of  January,  1793#  This  son  “was  born  and  bap¬ 
tized  in  America,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Kort hum ber land 
County,  Haines  Township# "  Baptismal  witnesses  were  John  Schuck 
and  wife  Barbara# 


CENTER  COUNTY# 

Its  history,  since  the  Revolution,  is  that  of  a  peaceful, 
industrious  population.  It  is  the  history  of  villages  built, 
of  farms  and  mines  opened,  of  manufactories  established,  of  Acad¬ 
emies  and  Churches  founded,  of  roads  and  canals  constructed# 
Belief onte,  the  County-seat,  i3  delightfully  situated  on  elevated 
ground  near  Spring  Creek,  in  the  midst  of  a  limestone  valley# 

—From  history  of  Center  County# 
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THE  OHIO  SHOOKS 
David  Shook 

David  Shook  was  the  aon  of  John  and  Barbara  Ohl  Schuok,  and 
the  grandson  of  Michael  Ohl.  He  was  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
Pennsylvania  September  16,  1789.  He  served  in  the  Uhited  States 
?»ar  of  1312,  wa3  mustered  out  at  Lisbon,  Ohio.  Ha  served  in  Capt. 
Greaves1  company  from  March  11,  1812  to  September  1813.  Ha  married 
Sarah  Marks,  of  Sootch  nationality.  She  cans  to  America  from  Scot¬ 
land  on  a  sailing:  vessel,  from  which  some  people  perished.  She 
used  to  remark  that  "the  ocean  was  a  large  graveyard •  " 

David  Shook  and  wife  Sarah  settled  near  Canton,  Ohio  when 
there  were  but  three  houses  in  the  place.  Ohio  at  that  time  was  a 
wilderness,  and  ha  has  told  many  thrilling  stories  of  Indian  adven¬ 
tures  in  the  days  of  early  frontier  life.  They  lived  on  a  farm  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  New  Berlin.  He  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  had 
a  large  carpenter  shop  on  the  farm,  and  in  winter  made  furniture  and 
caskets.  At  the  time  of  the  cholera  epidemic,  he  could  not  make 
the  casket 8  fast  enough  to  supply  the  demand.  When  he  moved  to  Hew 
Berlin  the  lumber  of  the  carpenter  shop  was  enough  to  build  a  large 
house  . 


Two  younger  brothers,  Philip  and  Michael,  who  were  also  born 
in  Northumberland  County,  Rsnn.,  lived  with  their  families  in  Med¬ 
ina  County*  A  cousin  of  the  Shook  brothers  lived  on  a  farm  near 
Canton. 

David  Shook  died  October  13,  1868  at  the  age  of  79  years.  His 
wife  Sarah,  born  1789,  died  August  12,  1860  at  the  age  of  71  years 
1  month  10  days.  They  are  buried  in  Zion  Cemetery,  North  Canton, 
Ohio. 

After  his  wife’s  death,  David  Shook  made  his  home  with  his  eld¬ 
est  son  George  Shook.  Three  weeks  before  his  death,  a  surprise 
birthday  party  was  given  in  his  honor.  They  had  music,  singing  and 
•peeohes.  IShen  he  spoke  he  mentioned  the  surprise,  saying  l,.’.hen  you 
meet  again  it  will  be  at  my  funeral."  Three  weeks  later  he  died 
very  suddenly.  The  day  before  his  death  the  family  was  peeling 
apples  for  apple  butter  in  the  summer  house,  when  he  remarked  that 
he  was  not  feeling  well,  then  went  to  bed.  The  next  morning,  when 
ealled  to  breakfast  he  did  not  answer,  and  was  found  dead.  His  home 
was  sold  for  ^3,000  which  amount  was  equally  divided  between  his 
six  ohildren  or  their  children. 

David  and  Sarah  Shook  had  eight  childrens  Mary  M.,  Catharine, 
Rebecca,  Elisabeth,  George,  Philip,  Elias  and  John  J. 
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Catharine  and  Elias  died  at  an  early  age,  both  with  quick  con¬ 
sumption*  Catharine  was  married  but  six  months  when  she  died*  She 
lived  two  and  a  half  miles  from  her  parents,  would  get  homesick  to 
see  her  mother  and  would  go  through  the  woods  in  all  kinds  of  weather  • 

A  brief  acoount  of  their  daughters  and  sons  is  as  follows*  The 
figures  indicate  the  number  of  generation,  beginning  with  Michael 
Ohl*  • 

MART  M*  SfDOK 

MARY  M.  SHOOK,  eldest  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Shook,  and  great 
grand-daughter  of  Michael  and  Elisabeth  Barbara  Ohl,  was  born  at 
the  old  hone  place  near  New  Berlin  in  1813*  She  married  Hugh  Bowers, 
born  June  22,  1815  in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania*  His 
father  died  while  at  work  on  a  shoe  bench,  from  heart  failure*  An 
uncle,  Benjamin  Bowers,  and  his  son  John  lived  in  ^coster,  Ohio*  an 
aunt,  Mrs*  John  liiehendaupher,  lived  about  ten  miles  from  Walker  ton, 
Indiana* 

Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers  had  six  children,  as  follows:  William, 
Sarah,  Isaac,  Civila,  John  J*  and  Elisa  Ann,  all  born  in  Massilon, 
Ohio* 


Mary  Shook  Bowers  died  July  10,  1849,  age  36  years  3  months 
7  days,  of  quick  consumption*  Her  brother  John  told  his  daughter, 
Mrs*  Coleman,  that  he  could  always  see  her  as  she  oame  home  sick  on 
her  last  visit  before  she  died*  Her  youngest  child,  Elisa  Ann,  was 
eighteen  months  old  when  she  passed  away*  She  is  buried  in  Eion 
Cemetery* 

Hugh  Bowers  died  February  24,  1872,  aged  65  years* 

A  brief  aoco\int  of  their  daughters  and  sons  follows: 


WILLIAM  BO'iERS 

(5)  William  Bowers,  eldest  sen  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers, 
born  1833,  died  1859*  He  became  self-supporting  early  in 
life  and  helped  his  mother  before  her  death*  Prom  the  age 
of  15  years  until  the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of  26 
years,  he  worked  at  the  Russell  Machine  Shop  1°  Massilon, 

Olio*  He  was  a  good  worker  and  was  highly  esteemed  among 
bis  associates,  according  to  a  letter  written  to  John  5*  Prell 
from  a  member  of  this  firm;  the  writer  mentioned  that  he  re¬ 
membered  Mlliam  Bowers  very  well*  Ha  was  married  and  had  two 
children,  both  of  whom  died  soon  after  their  father^  death. 
His  death  was  caused  by  getting  chilled  when  over-heated*  He 
was  a  member  of  the  City  lire  Department.  His  funeral  was 
attended  by  all  the  fire  companies  on  parade  in  dress  uniform* 
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His  sister  Elisa  was  thirteen  years  of  age  on  the  date  of 
this  occasion,  September  16,  1859,  which  she  remembered  very 

well* 


SARAH  BORERS 

(6)  Sarah  Bowers,  eldest  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers, 
was  born  1837,  died  18S8#  She  married  William  C#  Palmer,  born 
1832,  died  1865*  They  had  three  children*  a. son,  John  «*, 
died  in  1856,  and  two  daughters,  Elta  Laura  and  *lora. 

(6)  ELTA  LAURA  PALMER  was  born  and  reared  in  North  Canton, 

Ohio*  She  attended  Inland  Normal  School  and  taught  school  fcr 
&  number  of  years*  She  married  Lewis  Sorrick,  of  Manchester, 
Ohio*  On  account  of  his  poor  health,  they  moved  to  Great  Palls, 
Montana,  where  he  passed  away  leaving,  beside  his  widow,  two 
small  daughters*  His  widow  took  up  dressmaking  and  worked  hard 
to  rear  and  educate  her  daughters,  Olive  and  Gladys* 

She  visited  her  relatives  in  California  in  1914,  and  her  home 
town  in  1926*  After  a  year’s  illness,  she  passed  away  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  1928* 

(7)  OLIVE  SORRICK  attended  a  Conservatory  of  Musie  in  Boston, 
Mass*,  and  became  a  musician,  teaching  music  in  Great  Falls 
until  she  moved  to  Palo  Alto,  California,  where  she  bought  a 
home*  She  is  unmarried*  Her  sister  Gladys  lives  with  her*(194o) 

(7)  GLADYS  ZILLaII  SORRICK  was  a  stenographer  for  a  Copper 
Mining  Company  in  Helena,  Montana*  In  1915  she  married  David 
Connell,  a  Civil  and  Mining  Engineer*  They  have  four  children: 
Iflwis,  Betty,  Robert  and  Marjory* 

(6)  FLORA  PALMER,  youngest  daughter  of  Gillian  and  Sarah  Palmer* 
She  died  December  7,  1943  at  the  age  of  77  years,  of  a  heart 
attack*  She  was  one  of  the  first  women  clerks  in  Canton,  Ohio. 
She  was  employed  by  Berner  and  Ball  when  their  store  was  first 
opened*  %hen  they  sold  their  interests  to  Mr.  townie,  she 
became  a  member  in  the  firm  and  beoaae  purchasing  agent  on  trips 
to  the  east* 


ISAAC  BOAERS 

(6)  Isaao  Bowers,  second  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers,  born 
March  15,  1837,  died  August  24,  1884  at  Jackson,  Michigan.  He 
served  in  the  Civil  Aar  and  was  honorably  discharged*  Ha  was 
injured  in  one  leg,  and  because  he  was  unable  to  find  someone 
who  had  ssen  him  shot,  could  not  in  later  years  get  a  pension* 
The  doctors  took  out  the  hip  joint  and  he  was  a  bed-ridden 
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invalid  for  many  years.  Ha  married  Mary  Cassidy  at  Marshall,  Cal¬ 
houn  County,  Ohio,  February  16,  1870.  She  died  Maroh  14,  1896  at 
Jackson,  Michigan,  aze  62  years.  Isaac  and  Mary  3owers  had  fire 
children.  The  two  eldest  died  at  an  early  age. 

(6)  ISADORA  BOWERS,  daughter  of  l3aao  and  Mary  Bowers,  born 
July  27,  187S  at  Kilos,  Michigan.  She  married  Myron  VV i  1 3 io # 
who  died  August  19,  192S.  His  people  came  from  Ksw  England 
and  were  typical  Yankees.  They  had  five  children;  two  died 
when  very  young.  Surviving  children:  Mary  K.  James  and  Helen 
Beatrice . 

(7)  MARY  K.  WILSIE,  daughter  of  Myron  and  Isadora  Wilaie, 
married  in  1915  to  Charles  Steenbargor,  a  Dutchman.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  I.O.O.F.  They  have  three  children:  Charles  J., 

Helen  D.  and  John  T. 

(8)  CHARLES  JAMES  STEBNBARGER,  age  27  (1946).  Married 
August  19,  1942  to  Gloria  Hancock,  at  bait  Bake  City,  Utah. 

He  served  in  World  War  II,  was  captain  in  the  United  States 
Air  Force.  He  was  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Stalag  Luft  III,  near 
Sagan,  Germany. 

(8)  HELEN  DOROTHY  STEENBARGER,  age  20  (1944),  is  at  home. 

(8)  JOHN  T.  STEENBARGER,  ags  14  (1944). 

(7)  JAMES  WILSIE,  son  of  Myron  and  Isadora  Wilaie,  age  47  (1944). 
lkrrisd  in  1915  to  Ruth  Neil*  They  have  three  children:  Rose¬ 
mary,  Dorothy  and  James. 

(8)  ROSEMARY  HELEN  WILSIE,  age  26  (1944).  Married  Mr.  Warren. 
They  have  two  children:  Terry,  age  2  years  and  Dorothy  Jean, 
age  nine  months  (1944). 

(8)  DOROTHY  7/ILSIE,  age  24  (1944).  Married  to  John  Baker. 

No  children. 

(6)  JAMES  WILSIE,  age  18  (1944).  Attending  high  school. 

(7)  EE  BEN  BEATRICE,  daughter  of  Myron  and  Isadora  Wilaie, 
was  married  in  1918  to  Wendell  Hale.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Marilyn  Ruth.  She  hae  charge  of  her  sister  Mary's  beauty  shop. 

(8)  MARILYN  RUTH  HALE.  She  and  her  mother,  Halen  Beatrice 
Eale  live  with  her  mother's  sister  Mary. 
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CIVILA  BORERS 

(6)  CIVILA  ROGERS,  daughter  of  Rush  and  Mary  Bowers,  was  horn 
April  11,  1839,  died  September  14,  1902.  After  her  mother^ 
death  she  lived  with  a  family  named  Mllaman,  relatives  of  her 
grandmother  Shook#  She  married  Philip  Defalt,  born  Auvust  7, 
1835,  died  March  1,  1910#  They  lived  on  a  farm  near  Canal  Ful¬ 
ton,  Ohio.  They  had  fifteen  children,  who  are  cousins  of  Ida 
Saxon  McKinley,  wife  of  William  McKinley,  whose  mother  was  a 
Desalt.  A  brief  account  of  their  children  follows.  Four  Desalt 
boys  enlisted  in  the  First  World  War# 

(6)  GEORGE  ALLEN  K2WALF,  born  September  18,  1859,  died  March 
14,  1876. 

(6)  JOES  MELANGTHON  DEW  ALT,  born  November  11,  1860,  died 
November  17,  1925.  Es  had  one  son. 

(7)  CHARI£S  DEW  ALT,  has  two  children. 

(8)  KENNETH  and  TWILA  DEW  ALT. 

(6)  VIPGA  ANN  DEW ALT,  born  October  3-0,  1861,  died  August  29, 

•  1941.  Married  John  Pitts.  They  had  two  children.  They  lived 
in  Maasilon,  Ohio. 

(7)  CLARENCE  PUTS,  married  Bessie  Sweitzer.  They  have 
three  boys  and  one  girl.  Their  home  is  in  Massilcn,  Ohio. 

(8)  Forrest,  Miriam  and  Clarence  Pitts  Jr. 

(8)  JOHN  H.  PITTS,  Pvt.  1/c,  served  in  World  War  II  in  the 
Infantry  Field  Artillery.  Hs  was  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Germany, 
and  returned  home  in  November,  1945.  Lives  in  Llassilon,  Ohio. 

Re  is  married  and  has  one  son. 

(9)  Jackie  Pitts. 

(7)  CHARLES  WILLIS  PITTS,  youngest  son  of  John  and  Virga 
Pitts,  born  June  23,  1889.  Married  Ananda  Foltz.  They  have  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Their  home  is  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

(8)  Virginia  Pitts,  born  November  10,  1913.  Married 
Mr.  Wagner.  They  have  two  children. 

(9)  David  Wagner  Pitts,  born  January  12,  1942. 

(9)  Janet  Wagner  Pitts,  born  June  2,  1944. 

(«)  ART  HER  PITTS,  born  June  13,  1917.  Lives  in  Arlington, 
Virginia,  ife  hasone  son 

(9)  Donald  Pitts. 
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(8)  DELWIN  PITTS,  born  March  7,  1924.  Served  In  World  War 
II,  SISGT,  1st  Sqdn,  9th  Bomb  Gp.  Flight  engineer  in  battle 
areas  Tinian,  Marianas,  Saipan  and  Manila.  Later  stationed  in 
Japan.  Returned  home  February  1948.  Lives  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

(6)  UTISHA  MARGARET  DEW ALT,  born  January  11,  18S3,  died  May  12, 
1928.  Married  William  Pitts.  They  had  sir  children,  three 
daughters  and  three  sons. 

(7)  DELLA  PITTS  BKEMLNER.  Has  tiro  sons.  Home  in  St.  Lewis* 
burg,  Ohio. 

(7)  BERTHA  PITTS  RHOaDES.  Lives  in  Clarksville,  Tennessee. 
Has  one  daughter. 

(8)  Ethel  Layton. 

(7)  LILY  PITTS  INDORF.  Has  one  daughter  and  two  sons.  Lives 
in  Hassilon,  Ohio. 

(8)  Esther  Iahoff,  lives  in  Detroit,  Miohigan. 

(9)  Three  son3. 

’  (8)  Harold  Iniforf.  Lives  in  Massilon,  Ohio. 

(9)  Two  ohildren. 

(8)  Dslmar  Indorf.  Lives  in  Massilon,  Ohio. 

(9)  Three  children. 

(7)  RALPH  PITTS,  son  of  William  and  Utisha  Pitts. 

(8)  Four  children. 

-  (7)  PAUL  and  RUSSELL  PITTS.  All  of  Massilon,  Ohio. 

(6)  WILLIAM  HENRY  DEFALT.  Born  December  25,  1864.  Married 
Minerva  Stump.  Died  August  29,  1S43.  No  family.  After  her 
death,  her  husband  lived  with  his  sister  Mary  Hodgson,  in 
Akron,  Ohio. 

(6)  SARAH  CEEENIA  DEWALT.  Born  June  1,  1866.  Married  Henry 
Beok,  born  183  3,  died  1922.  The  marker  on  his  grave  is  a 
piece  of  the  william  &oKinley  monument.  They  had  one  daughter. 

(7)  CLQE  BECK.  Born  July  4,  1890.  Married  Henry  Spencer. 
They  have  two  children.  Their  hone  is  in  Canton,  Ohio.  Her 
mother,  Sarah  Beck,  lives  with  her. 

(8)  Mary  Ellen  Spencer,  born  April  2,  1914.  Teaches  high 
school. 

(8)  Henry  Spenoer.  Born  December  14,  1921.  Eleotrical  en¬ 
gineer.  Served  in  World  War  II*  as  Chief  Engineer,  U.S.S.  Don 
0.  Woods,  South  Pacific.  Returned  hone  i larch  13,  1946.  Lives 
in  Canton,  Ohio.  Has  one  daughter. 

(9)  Christine  Ann  Spencer,  born  January  27,  1946. 
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KELLIE  CATHgRlHB  DMA LT.  Born  February  26,  1968.  Died 

November  26,  1944.  carried  Charles  Pitts.  Their  home  was  in 
Canal  iulton,  Ohio.  They  had  l'our  sons.  A  daughter,  Addle  Leola, 
died  when  about  seven  years  of  age. 

(7)  CIFJLL  PITTS.  Married  Ruth  Siblia.  They  have  two  children. 
(8)  hazel  and  Conald  Pitts. 

(7)  HARLEY  PITTS.  Carried  Grace  iiardzrove.  They  have  one 
deughter. 

(8)  Janet  Pitts. 

(7)  AKDSS  PITTS.  Married  Hazel  Creighter.  They  have  three 
children. 

(8)  James,  and  twins  tic hard  and  tit a  Pitts. 

(7)  iffiAST  PITTS.  Married  Vesta  isicher.  They  have  three  child¬ 
ren* 

(8)  Ethel,  lorothy  and  Harold  Pitts.  All  livs  in  Canal  Fultcn, 

Chio. 

(6)  MARVIN  JUDlAH  DEFALT.  Born  July  IS,  18 S9.  Married  Jennie 
Uathie.  Their  hone  is  in  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio.  They  have  nine 
children,  three  daughters  and  six  sens. 

(7)  L2»»IS  Dc««  ALT.  He  has 

(8)  lour  children. 

(7)  ELLEN  CS*ALt,  ASK  A  HILLER,  MILDRED  GAKET.  Mildred  Ganey 

baa 

(8)  Cne  son. 

(7)  =^ILLAi\D  DK‘>  aLT  •  Hs  has 

(6)  Two  sons. 

(7)  ELMER  DB&aLT.  Be  has 

(8)  One  daughter. 

(7)  ROBERT  CP. ALT.  He  has 

(8)  One  daughter*  Leona,  who  has 
(S)  A  son,  iuane. 

(7)  ;,LiRIOii  LE'iALT.  He  has  two  daughters 

(8)  Thelma  and  Oarol. 

(7)  DONALD  CIA.aLI  .  Ha  has 

(8)  Two  daughters. 
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(6)  JACOB  ELS  WORTH  DERI  ALT .  Born  December  26,  1870.  Died 
November  12,  1893. 

(6)  SD  .ARD  PHILIP  DEJWALT.  Born  March  24 ,  1872.  Died  January 

24,  1942*  Married  Cora  Tritt.  I'o  fanilv. 

% 

(6)  DAVID  LE-»I8  DEW  ALT  •  Born  February  5,  1875#  Married 
Stella  J!etz.  No  f amily. 

(6)  SAMUEL  WATSON  DEW  ALT.  Born  May  16,  1876*  Married  Caasie 
Harris.  No  family. 

(6)  JESSE  WARREN  DEFALT.  Born  November  8,  1878.  Died  Sept¬ 
ember  28,  1901.  Had  ore  daughter, 

(7)  FLORENCE  WILLARD. 

(6)  LES  NELSON  DET7AL7.  Born  December  13,  1881.  Married  Amy 
Arnold  (deceased).  No  family.  He  lives  with  hi3  sister  Mary 
Hodgson. 

(6 )  MARY  HARINDA  ESWAIT.  Born  Deoember  17,  1883.  Married 
George  Hodgson  (deceased).  Has  one  daughter, 

(7)  OLIVE  L.  HODGSON.  Eorn  August  4,  1903.  Harried  Harry 
McClelland.  They  have  one  son, 

(8)  William  George  McClelland,  born  December  10,  1934. 


JOHN  J.  BCTiERS 

(6)  JOHN  J.  BO--ERS,  youngest  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers. 

Born  July  28,  1041  at  Genoa,  Stark  County,  Ohio.  Married 
Hattie  K.  Rowley,  born  June  12,  1847,  on  December  10,  1835  at 
Fredericht own.  Miss  Rowley  was  a  native  of  Elgin,  Illinois. 

They  lived  cany  years  at  Owosso,  Michigan.  He  was  a  miller 
(grain).  He  learned  the  milling  trade  at  Wise’s  Mill,  at 
Middle branch,  Ohio.  He  was  very  kind  to  his  invalid  brother 
Isaao’s  family.  He  was  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  ca3t  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  About  1928  he  went  to  Jackson,  Michi¬ 
gan,  to  enter  the  Oddfellows  Home,  at  which  place  he  was  very 
highly  esteemed.  He  passed  away  on  January  7,  1929,  from  an 
attaok  of  the  '’Black  Flu".  He  and  his  wife  Hattie  had  four 
children.  The  first  two  died  in  early  childhood. 

(6)  BERTHA  MAUD  BORERS.  Born  June  12,  1874  at  Eureka,  Michi¬ 
gan.  Married  Mr.  Robert.  Had  one  son,  Leon,  by  this  marriage. 
Second  marriage  to  William  J«aClear,  November  28,  1900  at  Ovosso, 
Michigan.  Died  September  11,  1924.  Interred  in  Gakhill  Cemetery 
Chrosso.  Lived  in  Detroit  many  years. 

(7)  LEON  GROBSRT.  Lives  in  Detroit.  Has 

(8)  One  son,  about  15  year*  of  age  in  1944. 
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(6)  DAISY  BORERS.  Harried  William  Menge,  from  Upper  Michigan, 
a  banker’s  son*  They  livsd  in  L’Arae,  Uppjr  Peninsula,  Michi¬ 
gan,  for  a  while,  rla  has  been  dead  many  years.  Daisy  lives  in 
Detroit,  where  she  owns  an  apartment  house.  They  had  two  child¬ 
ren. 

(7)  CARL  MEHGE.  Lives  in  Detroit,  owns  a  large  gas  station. 
He  has 

(8)  Three  children. 

(7)  GLADYS  MENGE.  Died  some  years  ago. 

Daisy  Bowers  Msnce  had  the  bodies  of  her  mother,  sister  and  hus¬ 
band  removed  to  a  cemetery  in  Detroit,  Michigan  where  also  her 
daughter  Gladys  and  her  father  are  interred. 


ELISA  ANN  BORERS 

(5)  ELISA  ANN  ESTHERS,  youngest  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary 
Bowers,  married  John  G.  Prall  June  8,  1337.  An  account  of 
this  family  follows  in  the  PRELL  history  section. 

This  concludes  the  family  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Bowers. 


REBECCA  SHOOK 

(<)  Rebecca  Shook,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Shook,  married 
John  Young.  They  had  two  children,  Sarah  and  Frank.  Rebeoea 
Young  died  October  24,  1867,  age  43  years. 


(6)  SARAH  YOUNG.  Married  Mr.  Bachtel.  They  had  two  children. 
(6)  MAUD  BACHTEL.  Married  Mr.  Price.  They  had  one  son. 

(5 )  FRANK  YOUNG.  Had 

(6)  a  family. 


ELISABETH  SHOOK 

(4)  Elisabeth  Shook,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Shook.  Married 
ISilliam  Snyder.  They  had  two  children.  lilliam  Snyder  died  in 
1873,  his  wife  in  1882.  Elisabeth  Snyder’s  brother,  George  Shook, 
and  william  Snyder  owned  farms  about  the  same  distance  from  the 
David  Shook  farm. 


JCBN  J.  SNYDER 

(6)  JOHN  J.  SNYDER,  son  of  Elisabeth  and  William  Snyder,  was 
Police  Judge  in  North  Canton,  Ohio  in  1923.  lie  died  at  the  age 
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of  78  years*  Beside  his  wide*,  he  left  five  children. 

(6)  HRS.  JAu&S  BARNHILL  and  MRS.  ROBERT  J.  PILGRIM  of  Canton, 
Ohio,  MRS.  OSCAR  E.  ROUSH  and  JOHN  L.  SNYDER  of  Akron,  and 
MISS  MARY  SNYDER  of  North  Canton. 

(7)  Thsrs  are  eight  grandchildren. 

SARAH  SNYDER 

(5)  SARAH  SNYDER  married  J.  0.  Kreichbaum.  They  had  one  son. 
Died  1882.  J.  0.  Kreichbaum  carried  a  second  time  to  Lillie 
Shook,  daughter  of  J.  J.  Shook. 

(6  )  I  RED  KK2ICH3AUH. 


GEORGE  SHOOK 

(4)  GEORGE  SHOOK,  eldest  son  of  David  and  Sarah  Shook,  had 
eight  children,  six  dauriiters  and  two  sons.  Ho  data  on  this 
family  except  the  youngest  son. 

(5)  G2C&GE  N.  SHOCK.  Harried  Minerva  F.  She  passed  away 
August  11,  1043,  age  08  years.  Survived  by  three  sons  and 
five  daughters. 

(6)  HCGVARD  SHOOK  of  Aaron,  JESSE  SHOOK  of  New  York  and 
CHARLES  H.  of  Cuyahoga  Fall 3,  Ohio. 

(6)  HRS.  NELLIE  KBRSTETTER,  EVA  M.  and  LILLIAN  E.  SHOOK  at 
home.  (Akron).  HRS.  EMILY  STOTLEA  of  Canton,  Ohio  and 
HRS.  MAUD  CERTAIN  of  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio. 

(7)  Five  grandchildren. 

(8)  Two  great-grandchildren. 


PHILIP  SHOOK 

(4)  PHILIP  SHOOK,  son  of  David  and  Sarah  Shook.  Little  is 
known  of  this  family.  They  lived  on  a  farm  and  had 
(6)  Two  daughters. 

JOHN  J.  SHOOK 

(4)  JOHN  J.  SHOOK,  born  December  4,  1828,  died  September  20, 
1910.  Harried  Julia  Ann  Stoat,  who  died  June  4,  1834,  a<re  53 
years.  John  J.  Shock,  youngest  son  and  last  surviving?  member 
of  the  David  and  Sarah  Shook  family.  He  served  in  the  Civil 
7<ar;  was  enrolled  Hay  2,  1854  at  Canton,  Ohio,  was  mustered 
into  service  M ay  20,  1854  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio  as  a  drummer  in 
Company  E  l€2nd  Ohio  Rational  Guard  Infantry  to  serve  100  days, 
and  was  honorably  mustered  out  with  the  Company  September  4, 

1854  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  (From  a  letter  to  his  newphew,  John  J. 
Bowers,  December  15,  1894.) 


-- 


John  and  Julia  Shook  had  eleven  children*  A  daughter ,  Annie 
Elta,  diod  in  18G1,  asro seven  months*  An  account  of  their 
ehildren  follows: 

(5)  WILLIAM  SHOOK*  Diod  1923  in  Coleridge,  Nebraska* 

(5)  CHARLES  L*  SHOOK*  Diod  1917  in  Qnaha,  Nebraska* 

(6)  DELAY  SHOOK*  Diod  1927  at  Coleridge,  Nebraska* 

VARY  F*  SHOOK 

(G)  VARY  F«  SHOOK,  oldest  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  Shook* 
Harried  James  S*  Mather,  a  dcacendent  of  the  noted  "Cotton11 
Hather*  Tiny  had  four  sons*  James  S.  Mother,  on  invalid  for 
many  years,  v&f  buried  in  AosoKill  Cemetery,  Austell,  Georgia 
in  1931*  His  son3  carried  his  casket  to  the  grave*  Vary 
Lather,  born  in  1359,  died  in  1933  at  the  a?o  of  83*  The 
throe  oldest  sons,  John,  Roy  and  Harry  started  in  business  at 
Austell,  14  miles  from  Atlanta,  Georgia*  They  built  the 
"Mather  brother a  1  furniture  factories  and  they  have  a  chain  of 
©tores  in  Atlanta  and  in  Florida*  The  brothers  lived  at  Aus¬ 
tell  until  some  of  their  children  were  old  enough  to  attend 
high  school*  'The  brothers  had  hurricane  and  fire  losses}  a 
fire  story  warehouse  filled  with  furniture  was  burned* 

!6)  JOHB  LATHER  and  his  wife  Ruth  hod  one  daughter* 

7)  Helen  Mather* 

(6)  ROY  LATHER  and  his  wife  Lillian  ini  twin  daughters* 

(7)  Lory  I’rancis  and  Jenny  Lind  Lather* 

(6)  HARRY  MATHER  and  his  wife  Yenie  had  thro©  daughters* 

(7)  Xhlva  Mather,  born  October  8,  1903,  v/as  in  Hollywood  one 
and  a  half  years  and  •eras  in  the  movies  with  Clara  Bow*  Sh© 
married  January  2,  1930* 

(7)  Carmen  Rather  went  to  Italy  with  a  group  of  girls* 

(7)  Betty  Lather  was  born  In  1929* 

(6)  jAiLS  I*  UaTHLR,  youngest  son,  lived  in  Lew  York  Gity  and 
was  in  the  accounting  business*  tie  was  seriously  injured  in 
an  airplane  acoident  in  January  1932*  He  had  two  fractures  in 
one  ankle  and  many  cuts  and  bruises*  from  a  letter  July  1532, 
he  was  not  yot  fully  recovered  from  the  acoident,  but  was 
doing  some  traveling  again*  He  diod  a  short  time  befor©  his 
mother’s  death  in  1933*  He  had  two  children* 

(7)  Otis  Avery  and  Dorothy  Lather* 

The  above  sketchy  information  on  the  Lather  femily,  and  the 
following  notes  are  from  -  ary  Mather’s  letters* 

"Have  twelve  grand-daughters,  three  errand-sons  and  two  great- 
grand-children* 

"The  two  great -grand -children  are  the  15th  generation  of  the 
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Mather  line. 

"Harry  leather  and  wife  Venie  traveled  considerably  and  were 
in  Berlin,  Germany  in  1926*  Harry  and  wife  Venie  entertained 
for  hia  brother  John'3  birthday,  October  28  end  his  mother's 
October  51,  1933. 

"A  Mather  niece,  l?iwcna  Beckley,  married  Dr#  Mathews •  She 
inherited  the  old  Mather  home  (13  rooms),  where  Mary  Mather  and 
family  lived  for  many  years  after  1896.  Mrs*  Mathews  is  a  fine 
musician,  ha3  three  diplomas  from  colleges* 

"Sam  Mather,  a  brother  of  James  S#  Mather,  died  in  1931#  Ha 
left  $6,000,000  to  a  hospital,  $1,500,000  to  a  community  fund, 
and  also  left  money  to  a  college  where  two  nephews  are  studying 
medicine • 

"Another  brother  of  James  S.  was  Stephen  Tvng  Mather,  who 
was  President  of  the  O.S.  Parkin?  Commission#  ills  life  work  was 
the  organisation  and  planning  of  the  United  States  National  Parks 
System* 

"I  remember  when  Grandfather  Shook  took  your  mother  (Elisa 
Bowers)  and  I  with  him  when  he  visited  his  brothers  Philip  and 
Michael,  in  Medina  County# 

"flis  birthdate,  September  16,  was  the  sane  as  your  mother's# 

"September  27,  1931,  last  week  Cousin  George  Shook  passed 
away#  Also,  Cousin  John  Snyder#  He  was  the  last  of  my  father's 
sister  Rebecca's  family#  He  lived  in  North  Canton#  S3  married 
Clara  Amanda  Broueher#  I  was  one  of  the  Y7edding  party  when  they 
married,  and  also  attended  their  60th  wedding  anniversary# 

"Brother  John's  eldest  daughter,  Julia,  is  a  graduate  nurse 
and  is  married  —  a  sweet,  pretty  girl# 

"Julia  Riley  Martin,  sister  Ida's  daughter,  is  a  D.A.R* 

Came  in  on  her  father's  side# 

"There  are  few  Shook  reunions  after  my  father's  death  in 

1910. 

"David  Shook's  nephews  and  niece,  Mrs#  Heckman,  children  of 
his  brother  who  lived  in  Medina  County,  who  gave  to  each  of  his 
children  a  piece  of  land  and  *2,000  to  start  life# 

"Letter  November  14,  1932,  a  telephone  call  from  my  nephew. 
Major  Bhook,  who  is  a  surgeon  at  Langley  *ield,  Virginia#  Be 
was  overseas  in  the  first  *orld  ?<ar#  He  is  now  gray-haired.  Had 
not  seen  him  for  over  seven  years,  a  fine  looking  man# 

"Mrs#  *illaman  is  a  second  or  third  oousin  on  Grandmother 
Shook's  side  of  the  family.  Her  name  was  Mark.  Of  the  Mark 
family.  Grandmother  Shock  had  one  brother  who  lived  in  North 
Canton#  Ha  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  —  re’jenber  only  the 
daughters#  One  was  Mrs.  Hhillipy,  who  had  one  daughter#  The 
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Tba  other*  ^rs*  Kissomer#  Both  widows  when  I  knew  them*  and 
seldom  ea w#  The  Kiosongor  daughter  and  ray  Bister  Lillian  were 
groat  friends# 

*L5ary  Shook  Lather  spent  her  later  year*  in  Atlanta,  Geor¬ 
gia*  where  she  had  an  apart  re  nt  in  a  largo  apartment  house  on 
Boaohtree  Street#  Hiding*  visiting*  writing  letters  and  receiv¬ 
ing  guest®  wore  her  daily  pastimes#  ” 


E-’ilA  SHOOK 

(5)  J&liA  SHOOK  BENDER*  daughter  of  John  J#  and  Julia  Shook* 
died  1932  in  Akron*  Ohio#  Have  no  data  on  thi®  family# 

CATHERINE  SHOOS 

(6)  CATHERINE  SHXK  married  Hardin  Coleman#  Their  home  was 
in  Korth  Canton#  They  had  five  children#  nr3#  Coleman  died 
December  3*  1923#  Hardin  Coleman  passed  away  July  24*  1929* 
at  the  acre  of  74  years#  He  had  teen  nizht  engineer  at  the 
Hoover  Company  for  many  years  and  had  been  in  the  employ  of 
?»'#  H#  Hoover  continuously  for  nearly  49  years#  Hs  was  born 

In  Indiana,  and  moved  to  Lew  Darlin  (now  Uorth  Canton)  in  1878# 
(6)  R8AKL  CCLEHAIJ#  Lever  married#  She  took  care  of  her 
parents  until  their  deaths#  She  inherited  the  home  property* 
where  she  now  lives#  She  and  her  sister  iollio  visited  in 
California  in  the  early  1920* s#  She  also  visited  California 
in  1904  with  5009  other  relatives# 

(6)  ILLS  IE  CQLEHAIi.  Died  et  the  age  of  44  years# 

(C)  CHARLES  COLEMAH  lives  in  Ashland*  Ohio.  i£3  ha®  two  sons# 

(7)  Pa  j  or  Carl  Coleman  ia  with  the  37th  Ohio  Division*  now 
in  the  South  Jtecifie  (August  7*  1943)#  General  Bightler  is 
in  command  of  the  37th  Division# 

(7)  Robert  Coleman  is  a  private  1st  Glass  and  is  now  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Camp  Tan  Lula  Obispo  (1943)# 

(6)  LLTA  A US  C0LEHA2 i  E7AE3  lives  in  Eorth  Canton  and  has 
one  daughter#  / 

(7)  Robe  oca  Evans. 

(6)  ulLLI/H  A#  COLLkAH  lives  in  Seattle*  Washington#  lie  has 
one  son# 

(7)  George  ^#  Coleman# 


IDA  SHOOK 

(6)  IDA  SHOOK  RILEY,  daughter  of  John  J#  and  Julia  Shook, 
died  in  1937.  Have  no  data  on  this  iamily  other  than  that 
she  had  one  daughter 
(6)  JULIA  RILEY# 


«*** 

J 
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LILLIS  SHOOK 

(5)  LILLIE  SHOOK  KREICHBAtti  diad  1S20  in  Be.  Berlin,  Ohio. 
Sha  married  the  husband  of  her  cousin,  ^arah  Snyder. 

CARRIE  SHOOK 

(6)  CARRIE  SHOOK  married  Thomas  Warburton.  They  had  four 
children.  She  died  at  their  base  in  New  Berlin  in  1911. 

(6)  E5ARL  WARBURDOI?  was  employed  in  the  credit  department 
of  the  Hoover  Vacuum  Cleaner  Company. 

(6)  HARVEY  WAR  BURTON  was  employed  in  the  methods  department 
of  the  Roarer  Company. 

(6)  HOWARD  WAR3URTQW  is  employed  in  the  assembly  department 
of  the  Hoover  Company. 

(6)  LIEU.  DR.  RALPH  T.  WARBURTOH,  in  the  Diagnosis  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.  C#  (1945). 


JOHN  J.  SHOOK 

(E)  JOHN  J.  SHOOK,  youngest  son  of  John  J.  and  Julia  Shook, 
was  born  in  1873,  died  in  1943,  aged  70  years.  Ks  married 
Alma  Bair  (still  living  1943).  They  had  two  children. 

(6)  JOHN  HIRAM  SHOOK  and  JULIA  KRUPNICK,  who  has  one  daughter 

(7)  Lillian  Jane  Krupnick. 


This  ends  the  genealogical  record  of  the  descendents  of 
David  and  Sarah  Shook,  as  of  this  date,  April  1945.  The  8th  and 
9th  generations  are  not  complete,  nor  are  the  7th. 


Report  of  a  Shook  Family  Reunion. 


Akron,  Ohio 
July  28,  1902 


Mrs*  Elisa  Prell, 

Santa  Maria,  Calif* 

You  and  your  family  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the 
2nd  Annual  Reunion  of  the  David  Shook  Family  at  the  home  of 
J.  J.  Shook,  Hew  Berlin,  Ohio. 


J.  J.  Shook,  Pres. 

J.  J.  Snyder,  Rec.  Sec. 

G.  K.  Shook,  Cor.  Sec. 

661  Exchange  St.,  Akron,  Ohio 


' 
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On  Thursday  last,  Aueutt  14,  1902,  the  second  annual  re¬ 
union  of  the  dcsce ndsnts  of  David  Shook  was  held  at  t;*j  heme  of 
J#  J#  Shook,  L'sw  Berlin,  Ohio#  David  Shock  was  one  of  the  pion¬ 
eers  of  fctark  County#  >»nen  he  came  to  Ohio  tbore  were  but  three 
houses  in  Canton,  and  he  has  told  many  thrilling  stories  of 
Indian  life#  Ja  was  a  soldier  in  the  *.ar  of  1812#  lie  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  J#  J#  Shook  of  Lev  Berlin  bain?  the  only 
surviving  member  of  the  family#  There  are  39  srrand-ehildren, 

14C  rreat  Sfrard-children,  92  direct  descendants  having  been  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  reunion# 

The  day  was  an  idoo.1  one,  and  after  an  elaborate  dinner, 
the  following  program  *us  eiven:  Little  hiss  Laud  Shook  eunz 
"Babes  in  the  VJoode%  and  in  response  to  an  encore  sansr  a 
German  con?#  Miss  „thel  Luts  recited  '’Lost  11 ,  and  Hester  Claud 
Hitler  “The  Boston  Lxpresr.,  :  and  little  hazel  Barnard  "l'y  Dolly 
la  Dead”#  J#  J#  Shook,  who  is  74  years  old,  then  recited  the 
"Sieht inralo "  and  :,ihe  Glow  "norm'1,  which  he  committed  end  recit¬ 
ed  when  a  boy  ten  years  old# 

Members  of  the  family  were  present  fren  Akron,  Canton, 
Barberton,  Canal  lulion,  »iad8worth,  bar ohecter,  Copla,  Penin¬ 
sula  and  Aultman*  lir#  Shook  was  presented  with  a  handsome  rock¬ 
er* 


The  same  officers  were  re -elected  to  serve  for  the  rert 
year#  They  are:  J#  J#  Chock,  Pres#}  J#  J#  Lnyder,  Vice-Proa# ; 
ard  Geer  re  U#  Lhook,  Pec#  The  reunion  will  be  held  at  the  came 
place,  Aunist  13,  1903# 
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THS  PFTLL  HISTCfcY 
(European) 


To  understand  the  tragic  history  of  the  Preil  family,  it  is 
neoessary  to  rcoall  &  part  of  early  German  history,  as  the  known 
history  cf  the  Frcll  family  begins  with  the  Ire noh  invasions  in 
the  time  of  Louis  J>IV* 


The  division  of  Europe  by  Charles  tho  Groat,  the  first  Ger¬ 
man  1  riper  or  of  the  Holy  Hasan  Empire ,  v/aa  consummated  in  the  par¬ 
tition  Treaty  of  Verdun,  A«D*  G*3*  From  my  father,  John  G#  hrell’s 
notes,  tho  ’/oaves  Mountains  vaa  made  the  boundary  lino  between 
Franco  and  Germany*  Tl.o  division  was  rj?.do  according  to  race  and 
lanmuape*  All  oast  of  tho  Vos res  was  German*  "The  Teutonio  prin¬ 
ciple  of  equal  division  amon?  heirs  was  thu3  aceompliahod,  but  & 
©ore  important  result  was  tiie  separation  of  the  Gauliat  and  German 
nationalists* "  ' 


This  boundary  hitmen  Francs  and  Germany  existed  for  about 
GOO  years,  until  tho  t  in  a  of  the  Thirty  Years  "A  a r  (1G1S-1543), 
when  Cardinal  Fd che lieu,  who  was  the  po^ur  behind  the  French  throne 
began  hia  machinations  to;.*ard  acquiring  German  Territory*  'it  was 
hla  policy  to  weaken  and  Veep  Germany  disunited*  Hence  he  fostered 
Protest  ant  irs  abroad  while  tramplin'?  it  down  at  borne*"  (Eryce)* 

Cardinal  Fiehelisu,  who,  in  his  own  country,  persecuted  and 
exterminated  the  French  Protestant 3,  but  who  nevertheless  forced 
on  alliance  with  the  Protestant  Party  in  Germany,  had  no  sympathy 
for  then,  but  h#  know  they  had  no  chance  of  success,  unless  they 
received  assistance  from  the  outside*  He  wanted  the  war  (Thirty 
Years  “or )  to  eo  on,  in  order  to  weaken  Germany,  which  would  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  work  cut  his  schemes*  lie  assisted  the  Ger- 
Eian  Protestants,  with  men  and  money,  and  the  price  he  demanded  was 
Alsace*  It  mode  no  difference  to  Pic  he  lieu  cr  Trance  that  tiie 
Protestant  leaders  had  no  rirht  to  alienate  German  territory*  Ger¬ 
many,  weakened  by  war  and  disruption,  was  in  no  position  to  protect 
fceraolf*  By  these  questionable  methods  France  gained  possession 
of  Alsace,  and  with  it  obtained  an  undue  strategic  advantage  over 
Germany* 


In  the  latter  pert  cf  the  17th  Century,  Louis  317  sot  to  verk 
to  conquer  the  Palatinate*  ‘filth  a  "stab  in  the  back",  when  Germany 
was  prostrate  after  the  Thirty  Tears  her,  his  soldiers  evor-ran  the 
country*  "A  frightful  devastation  fcllcvcd,  burning  whole  towns 
and  destroying  the  countryside  and  many  castles  alone  the  Hhine, 
including  the  exceptionally  beautiful  or.e  of  nsldelberz*  Thus  ^ 
"began  that  fateful  hatred  between  the  German  end  French  people’  • 


•From  the  records  of  John  G*  Brell* 
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and  which  continued  for  generations,  which  was  brought  about  by 
the  conquests  of  Louis  XIV,  the  so-called  "Sun  King".  It  was 
“French  rapacity’  and  not  German,  as  is  popularly  believed,  that 
made  Alsace-Lorraine  a  bone  of  contention  for  generations* 

"These  'reunions*  began  in  1680  A.D*  —  a  pleasant  euphem¬ 
ism  for  robbery  in  time  of  peace,  which  added  Strasburg  and  other 
places  in  Alsace  Lorraine,  and  Franche  Comte’  to  the  monarchy  of 
Louis  XIV'*  (Bryce)*  These  completed  the  stolen  territory  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.  ‘f Louis  XIV  was,  before  the  end  of  his  life,  an 
objsot  of  intense  hatred;  his  ambition  and  cruelty  were  witnessed 
to  by  repeated  wars  and  the  devest  at  ion  of  the  Rhine  countries'** 

(Bryce). 

How  the  French  invasion  of  the  Palatinate  affected  the  Prell 
family  has  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation,  and  is 
recorded  by  John  G,  Prell*  ile  was  the  youngest  son  of  Johann 
Gottfried  Prell  and  the  grandson  of  blaster  Johann  Adam  Prell* 

The  Prells  lived  in  the  Palatinate,  a  district  west  of  the 
Rhine  and  now  a  part  of  Bavaria*  They  were  well-to-do  people 
until  the  invasion  of  the  French*  In  the  latter  part  of  the  17th 
Century,  it  was  at  night  in  the  beginning  of  v7inter  (Lovenber), 
when  the  Prells  were  ordered  by  the  French  military  to  leave  the 
premises,  as  they  were  informed  that  everything  would  be  burned 
down*  The  mother  rushed  back  into  the  house  to  bring  out  a  child 
belonging  to  a  neighbor*  »hen  she  came  out,  a  soldier  struck  her 
with  the  butt  of  his  musket  and  broke  her  thigh;  because,  he  said, 
she  did  rot  obey  orders*  Tbs  blow  made  her  helpless,  and  the 
father  and  their  sons  carried  her  to  a  place  of  safety*  Unable  to 
get  medical  attention,  she  soon  died  of  her  injuries,  and  her 
husband  soon  followed  her* 

The  family  consisted  of  five  children,  two  boys  and  three 
girls*  The  youngest  boy  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  the  other  past 
fifteen*  The  girls  were  older.  In  the  confusion  and  darkness  of 
night,  the  family  became  separated;  the  parents  and  boys  went  one 
way,  the  girls  another*  The  next  morning  the  father  and  one  son 
went  back  to  look  for  them,  but  all  efforts  to  find  the  girls  proved 
fruitless* 

The  French  laid  the  whole  country  waste*  140,000  of  the 
rural  population  were  made  homeless*  Thousands  perished  from  ex¬ 
posure*  It  was  said  nearly  80,000  reached  the  coast  and  were 
transported  with  England’s  consent  to  the  Southern  Colonies  oi 
America  —  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The 
Government  of  Saxony  offered  these  homeless  people  an  asylum,  and 
about  9000  refugees,  among  them  the  Prell  brothers,  who  had  been 


. 
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placed  in  the  car©  of  a  neighbor,  who  ©wore  by  the  crucifix  that 
he  would  care  for  then.  Both  brothers  started,  but  only  on© 
arrived  at  their  destination.  Whether  the  other  became  lost  or 
perished  was  never  known.  The  refugees  worked  their  way  through 
South  Germany  into  Saxony  and  were  well  received. 

The  Prell  family  records  following  were  obtained  from  the 
Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Braunsdorf,  in  1850.  Braunsdorf,  Prussia 
become  the  family  home.  The  sole  survivor  of  the  Prell  family  of 
the  Palatinate,  and  progenitor  of  the  new  family  line  was 


ADAH  PRELL 

of  Schortan,  Saxony.  He  grew  to  manhood  and  he came  a  stonemason. 
Ho  was  quiet  and  steady  and  well  liked.  Little  is  known  of  his 
life  and  circumstances,  but  it  is  believed  he  accumulated  some 
property.  It  is  of  record  that  Adam  Prell,  a  stonemason,  bought 
a  freehold  of  19  acres  near  the  village  of  Braunsdorf  about  the 
year  of  1743.  Adam  Prell  married  late  in  life;  he  had  one  son, 
also  named  Adam,  who  was  born  in  1724* 

ADAH  PRELL  II. 

On  November  16,  1757,  Adam  Prell,  son  of  Adam  Prell  in 
Sohortan,  married  Maria  Christina,  daughter  of  Martin  Rossler 
(tenant  here).  They  had  one  son,  who  was 

JOHANN  ADAM  PRELL 

Son  of  Adam  Prell  and  his  wife,  Maria  Christina,  was  born 
in  Braunsdorf  on  December  17,  1766,  $tnd  baptised  on  December  19th 
Of  the  same  year. 

On  June  9,  17S3,  Johann  Adam  Prell,  son  of  Adam  Prell  in 
Rossbaeh,  married  Rosina  Schweinigel. 

The  death  of  his  parents  followed  in  a  few  years. 

Mrs.  Maria  Christina  Prell,  the  wife  of  Adam  Prell  H, 
died  on  November  6,  1788  and  was  buried  on  the  9th. 

Adam  Prell  II  died  in  Braunsdorf,  on  June  16,  1801,  at 
77  years  of  age,  and  was  buried  on  the  18th. 

Again  France  had  overrun  Germany  at  this  time.  Napoleon, 
in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Louis,  says,  ’’You  must  knew  that  the 
annihilation  of  German  nationality  is  a  necessary  leading  prifici- 
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pie  of  my  policy*"  As  Adam  Prell  was  laid  out  for  burial,  the 
Frenoh  soldiers  who  were  quartered  in  the  Prell  home  stripped  off 
hia  pood  dot  has,  saying  "They  wore  too  good  for  that  purpose •“ 

The  corpse  was  buried  with  only  a  oloth  over  it* 

Master  Johann  Adam  Prell  died  on  December  11,  1813,  in 
Braunsdorf  (leaving  one  daughter  and  two  sons),  at  forty-six  years, 
eleven  months  and  twenty-two  days  of  age,  of  typhoid  fever,  then 
raging  throughout  the  country*  H e  was  buried  on  December  14th* 

This  disease  followed  in  the  wake  of  Napoleon's  war  in  Germany* 

liaster  Johann  Adam  Prell,  the  third  in  line,  was  a  promis¬ 
ing  boy*  lie  was  carefully  educated  and  was  sent  to  a  Teohical 
School  in  Liepzig  to  become  a  Master-Builder*  To  become  a  Laster- 
Builder,  one  had  to  belong  to  a  guild*  In  those  days  the  crafts 
were  controlled  by  guilds*  After  finishing  his  studies,  he  start¬ 
ed  in  business  for  himself  and  was  very  successful  from  the  start* 

He  and  his  father,  Adam  Prell  II,  were  liasons  and  both  went  to 
Liepzig  yearly  to  attend  the  Masonic  Chapter  in  that  city*  Finally, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  Johann  Adam  Prell  organized  a 
Masonic  Chapter  in  his  home  town.  bith  eleven  members,  the  lodee 
was  held  in  hi3  home  for  twenty-two  years*  These  meetings  were 
held  in  secret,  not  oven  his  wife  knowing  for  what  purpose  they 
were  held*  In  those  days  the  Masonic  Order  did  not  exist  openly 
where  Catholic  influence  prevailed*  The  membership  was  mace  up 
entirely  from  the  aristocratic  and  professional  class*  Johann 
Adam  Prell  was  master  of  the  Braunsdorf  Masonic  Chapter  continuous¬ 
ly  for  twenty-two  years,  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1813* 

Though  he  mads  a  great  deal  of  money,  his  preporty  was  encumbered 
at  the  time  of  his  death*  The  following  are  brief  accounts  of  his 
children,  Gottfried,  Christine  and  Gottlob* 

JOHANN  GOTTFRIED  PRELL 

The  first  son  of  the  Mason  Johann  Adam  Prell,  and  his  wife 
Rosina,  born  Schweinicel,  was  born  in  Braunsdorf  the  3rd  of  Nov¬ 
ember,  17S3,  and  was  baptised  the  5th  of  this  month* 

Johann  Gottfried  Prell,  first  son  of  the  Mason,  Johann  Adam 
Prell,  married  on  the  21st  of  June  1824,  to  Maria  Sophis  bitten- 
beeker  from  Runstedt* 

Johann  Gottfried  Prell  died  on  August  1,  1836,  in  Brauns- 
<5orf.  He  left  four  children,  Gottlieb,  Hanna,  Traugott  and 
Gotthelf,  and  was  buried  the  7th  of  August* 

Johann  Gottlob  Prell,  son  of  Johann  Gottfried  Prell  and 
hit  wife  Maria,  born  .ittenbeokar,  was  born  posthumously  the  6th 
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of  April,  1837,  and  baptized  the  8th  of  this  month# 

Johann  Gottfried  Prell,  the  fourth  in  line,  also  became 
a  stonemason#  He  was  very  industrious  and  hard-working.  B?side 
supporting  a  family,  he  cleared  the  indebtedness  on  the  property 
left  by  his  father,  amounting  to  about  v800#  The  day  of  his 
death,  he  had  been  working:  at  his  trade  some  distance  from  home, 
and  when  he  returned  from  his  work  he  seemed  as  wall  as  usual,  but 
whan  taking  off  his  boots  he  fell  over  dead  from  heart  failure#  He 
was  forty-three  years  of  age# 


CHRISTINE  PR2LL 

Christine  was  born  1794,  as  nearly  as  I  reiuember#  1  never 
knew  her  and  little  is  known  of  her.  She  married  and  left  Brauns- 
dorf  and  later  oame  to  America#  She  settled  in  Wisconsin  and  was 
alive  in  1860# 

GOTTLOB  PKELL 

My  father’s  brother,  was  born  in  1800#  He  died  in  1837# 

He  also  was  a  stonemason#  Ha  married  and  had  two  daughters  and 
one  son# 


Ify  grandmother,  Resina  Prell,  wife  of  Johann  Adam  Prell, 
after  the  untimely  death  of  her  husband,  lived  with  her  eldest 
son,  Johann  Gottfried,  and  family  for  over  thirty  years#  She  died 
in  1843,  outliving  my  father  six  or  seven  years# 

My  mother’s  family  lived  some  distanoe  from  Braunsdorf,  in 
a  place  named  Runstedt#  Before  the  French  Military  occupation  of 
the  country,  they  were  a  well-to-do  family.  Her  father  was  Jud?e 
Mttenbecker  of  Runstedt,  and  served  as  Jud?e  all  his  adult  life. 
Ho  was  married  twice  and  had  four  sons  by  his  first  wife.  She 

was  wealthy  in  her  own  right  and  left  all  her  property  to  her  own 

children# 

From  the  second  marriage  there  were  eight  children,  six 
girls  and  two  boys,  iiy  mother  was  the  eldest  child  of  this 
marriage#  She  was  born  in  1794#  Their  misfortunes  commenced  when 
her  father  received  notice  to  provide  quarters  for  fifty  (French) 
soldiers#  It  so  happened  on  that  day  lie  had  received  from  a  Court 
in  Liepzig  a  large  sum  of  money  belonging  to  people  livin?  in  his 
jurisdiction#  Those  people  could  not  be  reacted  at  once  and  it 
was  too  late  to  send  the  money  to  town  for  safe-keeping.  Also,  he 
knew  it  would  not  be  safe  to  keep  the  money  in  the  house.  He  de¬ 
cided  to  sink  tiie  money  in  a  pond  not  far  from  the  house.  A 


■ 
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couple  of  weeks  after,  when  the  soldiers  had  left,  he  looked  for 
the  money  but  it  was  gone*  He  replaced  the  money  by  selling  some 
of  hie  land* 

They  were  compelled  to  keep  French  soldiers  in  their  home 
most  of  the  time  from  1801  to  1313*  Four  years  of  this  time  they 
had  no  harvest,  and  had  to  dispose  of  property  in  order  to  meet 
expenses*  Before  the  war  they  owned  220  acres,  Ihen  the  war  end¬ 
ed  they  had  but  thirty  acres  left*  Vy  Grandmother  fc’ittenbeeker 
used  to  tell  us  how  they  suffered  from  the  occupation  of  these 
soldiers*  They  stripped  the  place  of  everythin?  —  chickens,  hops 
and  cattle,  all  were  taken*  The  family  was  without  bread  for  a 
long  time;  grandfather  sold  a  piece  of  land  and  was  able  to  buy 
flour  to  make  bread*  ^hen  grandmother  baked  the  first  batch  of 
bread,  some  soldiers  were  about  when  it  was  taken  from  the  oven* 
They  took  the  loaves  of  bread,  gouged  out  the  insides  and  put  the 
crusts  over  their  dirty  boots*  This  must  have  been  rare  sport  for 
them  for  they  had  no  regard  for  the  feelings  of  the  German  citizens* 
From  1605  to  1813  only  four  crops  were  harvested,  and  the  soldiers 
destroyed  everythin?*  Napoleon’s  war  impoverished  the  ^ittenbeoker 
family  and  brought  much  misery  to  the  German  people* 

From  Emil  Ludwig’s  ’'Napoleon",  Napoleon  is  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing:  "how  could  there  be  anything  to  fear  from  such  honest,  reason¬ 
able,  cool-headed  and  patient  people,  who  have  so  little  inclina¬ 
tion  to  violence  that  throughout  the  war  not  one  of  our  soldiers 
has  been  murdered  in  Germany* *’  Nowadays,  it  is  the  common  belief 
due  to  war  propaganda  and  the  misrepresentation  of  history,  that 
the  Germans  were  always  fighting  among  themselves*  The  above  is 
good  evidence  to  the  contrary* 

During  the  time  riapoleon  occupied  the  country,  Germany  was 
divided  into  twenty-six  Independent  States*  Saxony  was  one  of  the 
largest  states,  and  for  seme  reason  was  compelled  to  make  an 
alliance  with  Napoleon*  He  maintained  a  large  military  camp  the 
entire  tin®  of  occupation  near  where  my  grandfather  lived* 

I  believe  it  would  be  of  interest  to  note  the  general  loca¬ 
tion  of  Braunsdorf,  our  family  home*  Halle  and  Liepzig  were  the 
nearest  large  towns*  Braunsdorf  was  a  small  village  of  about 
1,000  population  (in  1908)  located  near  Nsrse.hurg,  which  was  the 
oldest  town  in  North  Germany*  It  was  founded  in  the  7th  Century. 

It  was  a  "'failed  City";  the  wall  was  built  sixty  feet  high  and  had 
only  three  gates  for  entrance*  Merseburg  was  the  outpost  of  civi¬ 
lisation  at  that  time*  An  unusual  event  ocoured  there  in  1240, 
when  the  place  was  governed  by  a  Bishop*  He  was  a  Catholio  and  a 
celibate*  Hs  wore  an  Episcopal  ring  which  was  bleseed  by  the  Pope. 
His  private  room  was  on  the  seoond  floor  and  near  one  of  the 
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windows  was  a  poplar  tree  about  100  feet  high.  One  day  the 
Bishop  took  off  the  sacred  ring  and  left  it  in  hi3  room#  Ha  was 
oalled  away  and  was  absent  five  or  six  hours*  When  he  returned 
he  oould  not  find  his  ring.  Hie  servant  was  suspected  of  taking 
it,  and  though  he  declared  his  innocence,  he  v/as  tried,  found 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  death.  Sentence  v/as  carried  out.  A  month 
or  so  later,  a  storm  cane  up  and  the  result  proved  the  nan  was  in¬ 
deed  innocent.  A  branch  of  the  poplar  tree  that  stood  near  the 
Bishop’s  window  was  broken  off,  and  in  falling,  a  crow’s  nes^ 
dropped  through  the  v7indow  into  the  Bishop's  room.  After  the 
etorm,  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  glittering  objects  lay  on  the 
floor,  and  anong  them  was  the  lost  Episcopal  ring,  a  trial  was  re¬ 
convened  and  the  Judee  decided  that  the  Bishop  must  support  the 
family  of  the  wrongly  executed  man  for  the  balance  of  his  life. 

Also,  endow  a  memorial  to  commemorate  the  injustice  done  an  inno- 
oent  man.  The  plan  of  the  memorial  was  to  house  a  crow  that  was 
to  be  carefully  cared  for  by  a  member  of  the  family.  It  was  built 
about  twelve  feet  high  with  seven  stories,  where  the  crow  was  to 
stay  as  long  as  it  lived,  a  victim  of  its  kind,  one  of  which  was 
the  real  thief.  Vihen  the  crow  died  of  old  age,  another  was  to  re¬ 
place  it.  That  sentence  has  been  continued  to  this  day.  In  1908 
when  I  visited  my  native  villago,  the  crow  then  in  captivity  was 
thirty-seven  years  old.  For  nearly  700  years  has  this  sentence  been 
carried  out,  to  serve  as  a  warning  against  the  injustice  of  having 
wrongly  condemned  and  executed  an  innocent  man.  This  incident 
shows  that  the  German  sense  of  justice  was  real  and  respected  at 
an  early  date  in  German  history.  The  Salic  Law  originated  with 
the  tribes  once  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Saale  River  near  Merse¬ 
burg.  Under  Salic  Law,  girls  inherited  equally  with  boys.  Cen¬ 
turies  later,  at  the  time  of  the  partition  Treaty  of  Verdun,  843, 
"The  Teutonic  principle  of  equal  division  among  heirs  triunphed.“ 


To  return  to  the  family  line.  Three  of  the  Mttenbecker 
daughters  married  at  home.  The  other  three  went  abroad.  The  old¬ 
est  son  lived  on  the  home  place,  whioh  he  inherited.  The  youngest 
son  settled  in  Glogau,  in  Lower  Silesia  near  the  Russian  border. 

I  was  old  enough  to  remember  Grandfather  »Vittenbecker>  he  oame  to 
our  house  a  number  of  times.  lie  died  in  1645.  Grandmother  VSitten- 
beoker  died  in  1853,  the  year  before  we  left  for  America.  7>ars 
and  deaths  disrupted  the  family  life.  Those  remaining  were  to  seek 
other  fields. 


GOTTLIEB  FRELL 

After  our  father*e  death,  Gottlieb,  as  the  eldest  son, 
helped  his  mother  care  for  the  family.  He  learned  responsibility 
at  an  early  age,  being  only  eleven  years  old  -when  his  father  died. 

He  was  verv  oapable  and  did  everything  ho  could  to  take  his  father  s 


(44) 


plaoe  in  supporting  the  family  after  he  left  school*  He  became 
a  stonemason,  earning  man’s  wages  before  he  was  sixteen  years 
old*  He  was  very  kind  to  his  younger  brothers  and  sister*  He 
unselfishly  knitted  my  stockings  and  mended  my  clothes  after  his 
day’s  work  wag  done  if  my  mother  had  not  the  time*  Fortunate  was 
his  mother  in  having-  suoh  a  kind  and  capable  eon*  He  became  en¬ 
gaged  to  a  girl,  but  ner  father  refused  his  consent  to  the 
marriage  unless  his  mother  deeded  the  property  over  to  him*  Shs 
was  willing  to  do  this  but  uotilieb  would  not  allow  her  to  do  so* 
He  said  the  younger  children  needed  a  home  as  well  as  he  did,  so 
the  marriage  did  not  take  place* 


JOHANNA  PRELL 

After  Gottlieb  came  Johanna,  our  only  sister,  born  1828* 
After  she  finished  school  she  went  to  live  with  a  woman  who  was 
to  teach  her  sewing.  After  the  age  of  fifteen  she  earned  her 
own  living*  In  1853  she  came  to  Anerioa* 

TROUGOTT  PRELL 

The  second  son  is  next,  l&hen  about  seven  years  of  age 
he  had  a  serious  accident,  by  falling  from  the  hay  mow  onto  the 
barn  floor*  The  doctor  said  his  brain  was  injured,  this  caused 
a  slowness  of  ccmprenension  but  did  not  affect  his  mind*  Ee 
had  very  good  sense*  Later  in  life  he  lived  with  his  brother 
Bottiieb,  who  always  consulted  with  him  in  their  business  affairs* 
The  brothers  never  married* 

GOTTi&LF  FRELL 

» 

The  next  brother  was  born  in  1834*  He  was  very  bright 
but  head-strong  and  passionate*  'fthen  about  eleven  years  of  age, 
he  went  with  some  other  boys,  instead  of  going  to  school,  went 
skating*  He  broke  through  the  ioe  into  the  water,  and  instead 
of  going  home  to  change  his  olothes  he  stayed  out  in  the  cold  all 
afternoon*  This  brought  on  a  severe  illness  which  resulted  in 
Inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  a  running  sore  on  his  right  leg*  Be¬ 
ing  unable  to  go  to  school,  one  of  hi3  teachers  who  lived  next 
door  helped  him  continue  with  his  lessons  so  that  he  need  not  fall 
behind  his  class*  In  time  his  eyes  improved,  but  ha  could  not 
stand  the  glare  of  the  sun  for  several  years.  Wien  he  finished 
school  he  was  sent  to  a  tailor  to  learn  the  trade*  This  work  did 
not  appeal  to  him,  but  he  had  to  stay  with  it  as  he  wa3  not  able 
to  do  hard  work.  He  said  he  was  not  made  to  be  a  tailor*  hhen 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  his  eyes  teceme  strong  again,  and 
with  improved  health  he  save  up  tailoring.  He  did  outdoor  work. 
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vhioh  was  more  to  his  likine#  They  still  07/ned  their  freehold 
of  nineteen  acres* 

JOHANN  GOTTLOB  PFb'LL 

As  the  youngest,  and  therefor  the  last  of  the  family,  a 
oouple  of  incidents  of  ny  school  days  may  be  of  interest#  With 
others,  I  took  part  in  a  cbevaree#  «-e  were  treated  to  clears, 
drinks  and  cake#  I  tried  my  first  cigar,  but  it  was  too  much  for 
me  and  I  became  deadly  sick#  It  was  also  my  last,  as  I  never  after 
had  any  desire  for  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form#  ^ne  other,  I 
fell  from  a  cherry  tree  and  broke  my  arm*  a  couple  7/eeks  after  , 
when  I  was  getting  alone:  nicely,  I  fall  from  a  high  chair  and  broke 
it  again  in  the  same  place#  It  was  very  painful,  as  I  still  remembe 
when  the  doctor  set  my  arm#  -—It  was  understood  when  my  school 
days  were  over,  I  was  to  so  to  my  uncle  (my  mother’s  brother)  to 
learn  the  cooper  trade#  He  and  his  wife  had  no  children  and  I  was 
to  be  tlieir  heir#  I  did  not  like  to  be  a  cooper,  but  thought 
there  may  be  something  in  the  other  condition#  bo  when  I  was  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age  I  was  sent  to  this  uncle*  lie  lived  in  the  city 
of  Gros  Slogan,  in  Lower  bilesia#  This  city  was  a  fort  re as, then 
with  a  population  of  12,000,  besidos  5,000  soldiers#  There  were 
only  three  gates  of  entrance  into  the  city#  To  the  right,  across 
the  Fiver  Oder,  lay  the  provence  of  Posen,  a  part  of  the  old  King¬ 
dom  of  Poland# 

I  went  to  my  uncle  in  April,  1852,  and  stayed  until  Uay  1855. 
My  uncle  had  a  big  contract  with  the  Government  for  making  one 
half  million  flour  barrels.  He  employed  twenty-two  men#  ’^y  uncle 
treated  me  well  and  my  aunt  was  real  good  to  me#  But  an  apprentice 
at  that  time  was  a  general  drudge  and  at  the  beck  snd  call  of  every 
one#  I  had  to  get  up  in  the  mornings  at  five  o’clock  in  order  to 
open  the  doors  for  the  workmen,  and  to  close  them  at  ten  o’clock 
at  night#  After  I  had  been  there  three  years,  ray  brother  Gott¬ 
lieb  wrote  me,  "we  are  likely  to  go  to  America,  and  if  you  want  to 
go  along,  come  home#"  My  uncle  did  not  like  it  when  my  folks  sent 
for  me  to  go  to  America.  He  said  he  had  trouble  enough  with  me 
and  when  I  can  do  something,  I  want  to  leave  him#  It  did  not  take 
me  long  to  decide#  I  left  there  and  went  with  my  folk3  to  America# 


Tllb  PFSLLS  IN  AFRICA 

&e  set  sail  for  America  in  June  1855,  from  the  Port  of 
Bremen,  for  Philadelphia#  ><e  were  forty-eight  days  reaching  our 
destination.  -.e  stopped  only  a  few  hours  in  Philadelphia,  going 
direct  to  Louth  Bend,  Indiana,  where  our  sister  Johanna  was 
located.  It  did  not  take  us  long  to  get  located  al30#  GOTTLIEB 
bought  ISO  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  near  touth  Bend.  The 
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tract  was  covered  with  beech  and  maple  trees.  He  and  Trougott 
spont  the  best  part  of  their  lives  to  clear  the  land.  After  we 
had  been  in  America  several  years,  the  family  whose  daughter  was 
onca  engaged  to  Gottlieb  &I30  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Wisconsin.  They  invited  Gottlieb  to  visit  then,  he  -went  and  the 
engagement  was  renewed.  They  planned  to  marry  in  three  months; 
when  the  tins  was  up  they  requested  Gottlieb  to  sell  his  place  in 
Indiana  and  come  to  live  in  their  neighborhood,  as  they  did  not 
want. their  daughter  to  go  so  far  from  home.  He  probably  would 
have  done  so,  but  this  was  just  before  the  Civil  War  when  there 
wa3  no  sale  for  property.  So  again  the  marriage  did  not  take 
place  and  Gottlieb  remained  single  the  balance  of  his  life.  After 
their  mother's  death,  he  and  Trougott  lived  alone.  She  died  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Kven  in  childhood  her 
life  was  hard  and  laborious,  owing  to  the  distnrbed  conditions  of 
the  country,  resulting  from  the  war.  After  she  married,  the  oare 
of  a  large  family  taxed  her  strength  to  the  utmost,  more  so  after 
father  died.  The  last  time  I  saw  her  was  in  1C67  when  we  were 
on  our  way  to  Jbw  York  from  Missouri*  to  take  the  steamer  for 
California.  V#e  stopped  in  South  Bend  to  visit  several  days.  — 

CJottlieb  was  a  man  of  some  talent.  Ha  constructed  a  globe 
of  tiie  world,  working  at  it  at  odd  timss  for  several  years.  The 
globe  was  pronounced  by  reliable  persons  to  be  as  correct  as  those 
used  in  schools.  In  1890  Gottlieb  came  to  California  to  visit  our 
family,  his  first  trip  to  the  coast.  It  proved  too  much  for  him; 
he  di9d  a  few  months  later,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  from  an 
attack  of  pneumonia.  In  1880  Gottlieb  established  a  fund  of 
$3,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  financing  a  yearly  Cherry  festival  for 
the  poor  children  of  his  native  village.  A  day  was  set  aside  for 
the  occasion,  usually  on  Sunday  when  the  children  gathered  at  the 
church.  After  the  service  a  parade  was  formed  to  march  to  the  Inn 
where  the  rest  of  the  ceremony  was  held,  bach  child  received 
about  two  pounds  of  cherries.  In  the  course  of  time  this  occasion 
was  made  a  general  holiday,  and  dancing  and  other  amusements  were 
introduced. 

Johanna  preceded  the  family  to  America  with  some  of  her 
school  friends  in  1853.  Hot  long  after  her  arrival  she  married 
Adam  fisher,  who  had  a  farm  near  *^outh  Dend.  Ha  was  a  good  man. 
They  had  five  children,  two  girls  and  three  boys,  liy  sister  died 
in  1897.  All  her  family  passed  away  some  years  ago.  I  saw  her 
when  I  returned  east  in  1856  and  again  when  on  my  way  back  to 
California  in  1857. 

Trougott  was  an  easy  going  man  all  his  life .  Ha  never  left 
borne .  IT#  he  re  Gottlieb  was,  th  re  was  Trougott.  After  Gottlieb's 
death  in  1880,  their  joint  property  was  3old  and  proceeds  divided. 
In  1898,  after  his  sister's  death,  he  returned  to  Germany.  Ee 
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died  at  Kunstedt,  near  Juerseburg,  cn  June  2 Sin  1901,  leaving  his 
money  to  a  widow  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  some  years  prior  to 
his  death* 

After  vre  come  to  America,  Gotthelf  and  I  worked  together  a 
good  deal,  chopping  wood  to  clear  the  land.  In  1858  he  said  to  me, 

"I  am  not  going  to  chop  wood  all  my  life.  I  am  groin?  to  sret  an  edu¬ 
cation."  lie  had  saved  a  few  hundred  dollars  and  with  the  help  of 
the  family  he  entered  Notre  Dame  College  at  Louth  rend,  to  take  a 
Commercial  Course*  He  finished  his  course  in  three  years,  in  the 
fall  of  1831.  Through  the  influence  of  the  College  a  position  was 
obtained  for  him  in  Chicago,  in  a  wholesale  mercantile  house,  as 
seoond  bookkeeper  at  a  good  salary.  *i»hen  he  arrived  in  the  city  the 
position  was  eons,  and  he  lived  from  January  to  March  on  i>30.00, 
trying  to  find  another  position,  but  he  did  not  succeed.  He  did  not 

write  home  and  his  folks  thought  he  was  all  ri?ht.  - — -  There  was 

muoh  excitement  about  the  Civil  «ar  at  that  time,  so  instead  of  en¬ 
tering  upon  a  commercial  carser,  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  After 
drilling  some  months,  in  January  of  1883  his  regiment  went  by  rail 
to  Cairo,  Illinois,  on  the  Ohio  River,  From  there  they  went  by  boat 
to  Fort  Henry  on  the  Tennessee  River.  He  was  in  the  action  when 
General  Grant  attacked  and  took  Fort  Henry.  He  was  shot  through  the 
calf  of  the  lev,  but  did  net  know  it  until  the  battle  was  over.  He 
was  sent  with  the  wounded  men  to  a  hospital  in  Chicago.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  April  he  thought  he  was  cured  and  applied  for  a  furlough 
to  go  to  see  his  mother.  Leaving  Chicago  without  funds,  he  walked 
all  the  way  to  South  Bend,  Indiana.  He  was  exhausted  when  he 

arrived  at  his  sister* s  home  in  the  evening  of  the  fourth  dav.  The 

next  day  they  took  him  home  and  called  a  doctor,  who  said  all  he 
needed  was  a  rest.  The  old  sore  broke  out  again;  they  poulticed 
his  leg  and  he  seemed  to  be  Join?  all  right.  A  couple  days  later 
when  Gottlieb  vyas  in  town,  Trousott  was  helping  a  neighbor  to  raise 
a  barn*  and  a  neighbor  woman  was  helping  ny  mother.  She  had  left 
after  dinner  and  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  my  mother  was 
alone  with  Gotthelf.  Ks  said  to  her  "what  makes  it  so  dark,  mother?" 
She  replied,  “the  sun  is  shining,  it  i3  not  dark,  ^on't  you  feel 
well?"  "Yes,  I  feel  well,"  he  replied,  ‘‘but  mother,  come  take  hold 
of  my  hand,  I  am  falling  down."  Hot  her  still  held  his  hand  when 
Gottlieb  and  the  doctor  came  in,  but  he  was  already  dead.  The  doc¬ 
tor  said  that  one  of  the  main  arteries  was  ruptured  and  ha  bled  to 
death.  The  family  did  not  know  that  he  had  enlisted  and  served  in 
the  Civil  ~»ar.  He  died  at  the  age  of  29  years,  a  promising  life 
broueht  to  an  untimely  end.  It  seems  ironical  that  he  had  to  die 
as  the  result  of  a  war  in  the  new  land,  after  leaving  Germany  where 
wars  had  been  prevalent  through  most  of  tha  history  of'  hi3  family. 

I  will  give  an  account  of  my  foster  brother,  Gottfried 
Stieme.  He  -was  the  son  of  my  mother’s  sister,  and  the  same  age  as 
Gotthelf.  He  enlisted  at  the  first  call  of  President  Lincoln.  He 
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was  engaged  in  the  Battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  The  second  day  of 

the  engagement,  he  with  twenty-three  others  of  his  company  were 
taken  prisoners  and  cent  to  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Virginia,  Then 
they  were  later  transferred  to  ^ndersonvi lie  Prison,  Georgia*  This 
was  an  open  stockade,  with  roof  only  on  one  side.  On  account  of 
the  bad  food  ho  got  scurvy.  Upon  learning  of  his  condition,  his 
father  sent  him  money  to  buy  proper  food,  hear  the  end  of  the  year 
of  18G4  hi 3  father .failed  to  hoar  from  him  any  more.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  the  State  of  Indiana  sent  a  commission  to  iindersorrville 
to  make  an  investigation,  as  over  one  hundred  men  were  not  accounted 
for*  They  found  skeletons  inside  and  outside  of  the  stockade,  but 
could  not  identify  any  particular  skeleton.  Most  of  them  had  bullet 
holes  through  the  body.  So  it  was  surmised  they  vrere  either  shot 
by  the  Confederate  Guards,  or  by  their  own  comrades  for  the  money 
they  were  supposed  to  have  —  this  does  not  seem  likely,  as  prison¬ 
ers  are  not  allowed  to  retain  their  arms. 

I  come  next.  A  few  days  after  we  got  settled  in  South  Band 
I  commenced  work  in  a  brick-yard  and  worked  in  the  same  place  five 
summers.  In  winter  I  usually  hauled  wood.  One  incident  occurred 
before  I  went  west*  I  had  become  acquainted  with  a  man  named  Ray; 
be  told  me  one  day  that  he  knew  just  the  place  for  me.  His  wife*s 
sister  had  an  only  child,  a  girl,  and  lots  of  land;  I  might  marry 
her,  then  I  would  be  all  right.  He  took  me  there  in  November  1859, 
and  I  lived  there  until  the  last  of  January  I860.  Their  name  was 
Shaerp&n,  he  was  of  French  ds scent,  hi3  wife  was  Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  The  girl  was  nice.  They  had  a  square  mile  of  the  finest 
timber  land  I  ever  saw.  He  was  what  is  called  'land  poor'1,  as  he 
had  nothin?  else  beside  the  land,  everythin?  looked  untidy.  My 
brother  Gottlieb  cane  to  see  me  in  January  and  the  mother  told  him 
that  I  was  to  be  her  son-in-law.  I  heard  what  she  said  and  thought 
it  was  about  time  to  make  up  my  mind  what  to  do.  I  did  not  believe 
in  waiting  for  "dead  man*a  shoes,"  I  was  young  and  able  to  make  ny 
awn  way,  so  concluded  to  join  a  party  of  friends  who  were  going  to 
the  Pike  Peak**  Gold  Mines,  and  so  I  left  our  friends,  the  Shaerpana. 

Later,  when  in  California,  I  received  a  letter  stating  that 
Mr.  Shaerpan  was  killed  two  months  after  I  had  left,  by  a  falling 
tree* 


OFF  FOR  THS  aUST. 


The  following  account  of  my  pioneering  experiences  is  my 
share  in  helping  to  settle  the  nest. 

I  joined  a  party  bound  for  the  west  in  charge  of  two  men, 
named  Sorrel  and  MoVaine.  Tie  left  in  the  middle  of  February, 
with  seven  other  men  in  the  party  beside  myself.  I  paid  VlOO  for 
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board  and  hauling  my  baggage*  We  had  two  wagons  with  three  horses 
for  each.  Everything  was  shipped  by  rail  to  Iowa  City,  fifty  miles 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River#  From  there  we  went  across  the  State 
of  Iowa  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  we  crossed  the  Missouri  River  by 
ferry,  and  from  there  we  continued  on  for  2CQ  miles  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Blatts  River  to  Fort  Kearney*  Here  we  crossed  over  to 
the  south  side*  The  river  here  i3  very  wide  and  shallow,  and  we  all 
had  to  wade  across  in  order  to  save  the  horses,  as  they  had  all 
they  could  dc  without  hauling  us#  Irani  then  on  we  traveled  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Platte  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  for  a  couple 
weeks  we  saw  many  buffaloes,  and  at  tines  the  country  seemed  to  be 
black  with  them#  rte  also  Eaw  many  Indians,  but  mostly  of  the  Sioux 
tribe . 

Vie  reached  Golden  City,  near  the  mines,  tho  latter  part  of 
April#  I  be  lisve  I  did  not  ride  in  the  wagon  mere  than  fifty  miles, 
out  of  the  1000  miles  we  had  traveled#  Without  delay,  we  want  to 
Mountain  City,  7-rhich  was  then  the  center  of  mining  operations#  To 
try  my  luck,  I  secured  a  claim  in  Illinois  Gulch,  and  was  in  that 
vicinity  about  three  weeks#  One  day  I  made  about  $11,  and  most  days 
did  not  average  60  cent 3#  Hearing  of  other  mines  lately  discovered 
in  the  south-west  part  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Colorado,  I  went 
with  two  old  miners  who  were  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  named 
Houser,  paying  my  way#  It  took  us  a  week  to  get  there#  The  first 
camp  wa  reached  was  named  Tarry  All,  the  next  one  further  away  was 
Grab  All#  Everyone  had  claims  to  sell#  The  elevation  va3  about 
7,0C0  feet,  and  the  nights  were  always  cold#  I  had  only  one  doublo 
and  one  single  blanket,  and  I  shivered  those  nights#  I  was  there 
about  ten  days  when  I  concluded  that  mining  was  not  my  forte#  I 
heard  of  some  parties  in  Denver  City  who  were  intending  to  ?o  to 
California#  I  hunted  them  up  and  found  they  were  two  brothers  from 
Iowa,  named  Hull#  One  of  the  brothers  had  been  in  California  before# 

They  agreed  to  take  me  for  fifty  dollars#  I  paid  them 
thirty  dollars  —  all  that  I  had  —  and  agreeing  to  pay  the  balance 
when  I  earned  it  in  California.  There  were  four  other  men  who  went 
with  us#  ->e  had  a  four  oxen  team  and  a  riding  hor3e#  he  traveled 
without  company  to  Balt  Lake,  there  we  waited  until  there  was  a 
large  party,  as  it  was  not  safe  for  a  snail  party  to  travel  alone# 

The  Snake  Indians  were  said  to  be  on  the  war-path#  This  train  had 
forty-two  wagons  and  nearly  300  people#  Every  man  had  to  stand 
guard  every  third  night,  but  nothing  happened#  A  captain  had  been 
elected  to*  take  command.  At  the  Sink  of  the  Humbolt  River,  the 
train  separated,  as  there  was  no  more  danger# 

The  Hull  brothers  party  left  the  Humbolt  Sink  about  2  o’clock 
P.M.  to  cross  the  forty  miles  of  desert,  taking  rater  along  for  tha 
oxsn#  We  traveled  all  night  and  reached  the  Carson  Elver  about  ten 
o’clock  A#il#  We  ail  had  a  good  drink,  live  more  days  brought  us  to 
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hashes,  where  rich  mines  had  lately  been  discovered*  Here  we  separ¬ 
ated,  the  Hull  brothers  stopped  to  rest  their  oxen,  the  others 
found  work.  I  was  offered  vSO.OQ  per  month  to  haul  wood,  but  I  was 
bound  for  California  and  did  not  stop*  I  had  only  ten  cents  when  I 
left  Carson  /alley  and  worked  ny  way  over  the  mountains*. 

.Arriving  at  Placerville,  in  California,  I  Trent  to  work  near 
ther8  at  a  place  called  Shingle  Springs,  for  a  man  engaged  in  min¬ 
ing.  I  was  there  one  and  a  half  months,  and  earned  the  sum  of  V70. 
This  enabled  me  to  discharge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Hull  brothers, 
for  balance  due  on  my  passage  from  Denver,  though  I  walked  the  en¬ 
tire  distance  from  Denver  to  California,  except  when  crossing 
streams* 


It  was  now  the  latter  part  of  November  and  I  started  for  the 
lower  valleys.  At  Folsom  I  took  the  train,  the  only  railroad  in 
California  twenty-two  miles  Ion*?,  extending  to  Sacramento.  From 
there  I  took  the  steamer  to  San  Francisco,  arriving  about  midnight. 

I  stayed  a  few  days  at  the  !,7<hat  Cheer  House ",  a  popular  place  at 
that  times,  which  was  built  by  ft*  K.  woodward,  who  was  later  noted 
for  his  Woodward  Gardens.  At  that  time  Montgomery  Street  was  the 
waterfront » 

I  went  to  the  Santa  Clara  Valley,  and  upon  hearing  that 
James  Lick  was  hiring  men  to  work  on  his  ranch,  I  went  to  Mr.  Lick 
and  asked  for  work.  He  gave  me  one  look,  then  told  ms  ha  did  not 
need  any  more  men.  I  thought  it  strange,  and  enquired  of  one  of 
the  men  why  Mr.  Lick  did  not  hire  me.  I  was  told  it  was  because  I 
wore  a  white  shirt.  He  probably  believed  that  if  a  man  wore  a 
white  shirt  he  could  not  be  a  good  worker.  H8  was  mistaken  in  my 
case.  Hr.  Lick  v/as  an  eccentric.  I  saw  two  men  planting  cabbage 
plants,  one  planted  them  with  the  tops  down  and  the  roots  up,  the 
other  man  planted  them  as  they  should  be  planted*  That  was  Mr. 

Lick’s  method  of  testing  men  to  see  if  they  obeyed  orders.  The  man 
who  planted  the  cabbage  correctly  was  not  wanted. 

Mr.  Lick  later  built  Lick  Observatory  on  Mt •  Hamilton.  His 
body  lies  under  the  base  of  the  telescope  which,  for  many  years,  was 
the  largest  in  the  world. 

I  went  to  work  for  a  man  named  Storey,'  as  a  farm  laborer. 

I  plowed  over  four  months  with  a  team  of  three  mules.  1  had  to 
walk  all  day  long.  This  became  very  tiresome  when  my  boots  often 
got  stuck  in  the  sticky  adobe  3oil  and  my  feet  came  out  of  them. 

I  saved  over  ;150,  and  about  that  time  I  read  in  the  papers 
that  the  Mexican  Government  was  riving  land  to  emigrants  in  the 
State  of  Lonora,  200  acres  free  and  exempt  from  taxes  for  ten  years, 
fcith  three  other  Lien  I  started  for  Mexico  by  way  of  Los  Angeles. 
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There  I  bought  a  saddle  horse  to  make  the  trip  overland* 

By  the  time  we  reached  Earner  *  a  Ranch  in  San  Diego  County,  we  found 
out  that  the  Mexican  promises  didn’t  aaount  to  anythin?*  Then  we 
returned  to  Los  Angelos,  and  there  I  went  to  work  moulding  brioks 
for  the  Temple  Block* 

At  that  time  Los  Angelos  was  a  little  Mexican  town  living 
in  adobe  houses*  The  population  was  about  2,000*  There  were  only 
three  brick  buildings  in  the  place.  *hile  working  in  the  brick¬ 
yard,  I  met  a  young  Mexican  who  worked  tnere  also*  His  name  was 
Harraraj  hie  folks  lived  close  by  and  he  always  wanted  me  to  come  to 
his  house  or:  Sundays*  His  father  was  dead;  he  had  a  mother  and 
three  sisters*  I  thought  this  a  good  chance  to  learn  Spanish  and 
often  went  there*  The  mother  thought  I  came  to  oourt  one  of  the 
girls,  though  I  hardly  ever  talked  to  them*  One  Sunday  she  said  to 
xae,  "you  are  a  good  boy  to  work,  and  if  you  want  Anita  you  can  have 
her*”  I  told  her  I  was  too  young  to  marry  and  I  had  nothing  to 
support  a  wife*  Then  she  said  'that  is  nothing,  I  give  you  a  bunoh 
of  sheep  and  goats,  and  then  you  can  make  a  living.  1  I  was  told 
that  she  owned  a  league  of  land  (about  6,000  acres)  adjoining  the 
town*  This  property  became  very  valuable  and  is  worth  millions*  But 
X  did  not  marry  the  girl,  and  my  stay  in  Los  Angeles  was  shorter  on 
that  account* 

?ihile  there,  I  heard  Major  McDowel,  who  afterwards  became  a 
general,  apeak  on  the  streets  in  the  summer  of  1851*  In  October  I 
returned  to  the  Santa  Clara  Valley  and  plowed  again  for  Storey*  for 
the  next  few  years  I  worked  on  the  farm  in  winters,  twice  leasing 
land  to  farm,  and  three  summers  moulded  briclr  at  V100  per  month* 

On  November  7,  13S4,  I  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
in  the  County  Court  of  Santa  Clara  County,  having  applied  for  natur¬ 
alization  October  11,  1853  at  the  St*  Joseph  Circuit  Court  in  Indiana 

I  became  a  Charter  Member  of  the  Santa  Clara  Lodge  No*  34  of 
the  Masonic  Order.  I  had  become  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Oddfellows  of  the  ^outh  Bend  Lodge  No*  29*  My  degrees 
were  conferred  by  Schuyler  Colfax  at  South  Band,  Indiana  in  1869* 

In  October  of  1866,  having  saved  $1700*00  cash,  I  had  a  long 
ing  to  see  home  faces.  I  decided  to  return  to  my  old  heme  in  South 
Bend,  Indiana*  I  went  on  the  Vanderbilt  Line  via  Nicaragua.  "  The 
fare  was  *70.00  on  the  steamer  Moses  Taylor;  she  was  1200  tons  and 
had  1500  people  aboard,  when  only  700  were  supposed  to  be  the  limit 
of  her  capacity.  V*  landed  at  San  Juan  del  Sur  and  took  stages  from 
there  to  Lake  Nicaragua.  ,a  erased  the  Lake  80  miles  wide  and 
entered  the  San  Juan  River,  at  San  Carlos.  Ne  ware  transferred  to 
five  steamers,  as  the  river  was  very  shallow*  ‘-<e  traveled  on  the 
river  ISO  miles  to  Ban  Juan  del  Norte,  or  Greytown*  We  laid  over  at 
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this  placa  for  eighteen  days  waiting  for  a  ateaner  to  taka  us  off# 

The  steamer  that  was  to  connect  with  us  had  been  wrecked  and  it 
took  some  time  to  get  another  one#  One  night  we  heard  a  cannon  and 
were  told  to  get  ready  to  <70  aboard#  as  Oreytown  has  no  harbor, 
the  large  steamers  were  unable  to  dock  and  had  to  lay  out  five  miles# 
The  natives  .took  us  to  the  steamer  in  small  narrow  boats  —  four 
persons  to  a  boat#  The  steamer  San  irancisoo,  on  which  we  embarked, 
was  about  the  size  of  the  Closes  Taylor# 

There  was  not  coal  enough  to  take  the  steamer  to  New  York, 

80  we  put  in  at  Charleston  to  take  on  coal  to  continue  the  voyage# 

Here  some  600  western  people  concluded  to  leave  the  steamer  and  go 
hone  by  rail# 

A  considerable  part  of  Charleston  was  yet  in  ruins,  as  & 
result  of  the  Civil  V,ar# 

The  passengers  chartered  a  special  train#  We  passed  through 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  part  of  Alabama,  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  I 
arrived  home  December  10,  1S65#  I  stayed  there  for  a  couple  months, 
then  decided  to  look  for  a  place  to  locate#  My  folks  wanted  me  to 
stay  with  them;  my  brother  said  !}there  is  room  for  all  of  us.“  But 
the  climate  of  Indiana  is  severe  and  I  wanted  to  got  further  south# 

I  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  south-west  of  Missouri,  and  decid¬ 
ed  to  go  there;  left  home  in  lebruary,  went  by  rail  to  -^olla,  Missouri 
and  thence  by  stage  to  Springfield#  There  I  hired  a  saddle  horse 
and  looked  over  four  counties  before  deciding  to  locate  in  Jasper 
County#  I  bought  240  acres  at  £5 #50  per  acre,  what  was  called  *the 
Caldwell  place*#  But  everything  had  been  destroyed  during  the  war# 

I  rented  some  land  on  an  adjoining  farm  where  the  fences  were  good, 
to  put  in  a  or op  of  corn#  I  bought  a  team  of  mules,  a  wagon  and 
plow  for  v400#00  and  went  to  work#  when  I  left  California  I  had 
4l700#Q0  in  gold#  The  currency  in  the  east  was  all  green-backs#  I 
exchanged  my  gold  and  had  nearly  /4,000#00  in  currency#  I  had  left 
most  of  the  money  in  South  Band,  but  after  I  bought  land  I  sent  for 
it#  Those  border  counties  where  I  had  bought  land  were  entirely 
•tripped#  There  was  nothing  to  be  had,  either  feed  or  seed,  and 
people  had  to  go  east  nearly  100  miles  before  they  could  buy  any¬ 
thing,  so  when  on  my  way  I  called  at  Springfield  to  see  if  my  money 
had  come.  It  had.  There  were  six  five  hundred  dollar  bills#  I 
wrapped  them  in  oiled  silk  and  put  them  in  an  inside  pocket# 

I  went  after  my  corn  and  met  a  man  from  Indiana  who  also 
was  looking  for  a  location#  Ha  went  with  ms  and  we  were  away  from 
Springfield  three  days.  The  last  day  we  came  within  eight  miles  of 
Springfield  and  lodged  overnight  at  a  farm#  After  reaching  town 
the  next  day,  I  went  to  look  for  my  money  and  it  was  gone#.  I  hardly 
knew  what  to  do.  'The  man  who  was  with  me  said  he  was  serrv,  but 
knew  nothing  about  it#  I  jot  a  saddle  horse  and  went  back  to  the 


in  South  Bend  I  net  Miss  Elisa  Ann  Bowers,  who  lived  with 
an  aunt  of  her  father’s.  Be  beoams  eneaeed  before  I  left  and  planned 
for  me  to  send  for  her  after  I  became  located. 
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place  -where  we  had  lodged  the  night  before.  I  told  the  woman  that 
I  had  lost  some  money  and  would  like  to  look  Into  the  room  where 
we  had  slept ;  she  told  me  to  look  where  I  wanted  to.  I  searched 
the  room  and  hunted  everywhere,  but  without  success.  Finally,  I 
locked  where  my  team  had  been  watered  at  the  trough.  And  there  I 
found  it  in  the  dirt  where  the  hogs  were  rooting  around  it.  The 
little  packet  was  muddy  but  the  money  was  safe  —  what  a  relief! 

I  put  in  my  crop  of  corn  and  potatoes  and  cotton.  I  then 
went  to  Folia  to  meet  Miss  Bowers.  ?»e  were  married  there  on  June 
8,  1867.  I  brought  her  to  my  home  in  Jasper  bounty.  My  wife  did 
not  fancy  Missouri  muoh,  she  disliked  the  snakes  that  were  plenti- 
ful,  for  on®  thing*.  In  September  I  got  the  chills  and  fever,  then 
my  thought  turned  to  California,  where  along  th9  coast  chills  and 
fever  are  unknown.  About  this  time  I  received  letters  from  there, 
urging  me  to  return. 

After  disposing  of  the  property,  with  but  little  loss  on 
equipment,  we  went  by  railroad  from  Sedalia,  Missouri  to  fie w  York 
City,  stopping  over  for  a  few  days  at  South  Ber-d  to  visit  my  folks. 
?.'e  embarked  on  the  steamer  Arizona,  bound  for  Aspinwall,  and  cross¬ 
ed  the  Isthmus  by  railroad  to  -Panama,  where  we  took  the  steamer 
Golden  (lata  for  S&n  Franoisoo.  Tie  arrived  there  November  23,  1867. 
The  trip  of  twenty-two  days  was  uneventful  except  for  the  discom¬ 
forts  due  to  the  primitive  conditions  of  those  times.  I  had  been  . 
Absent  from  California  for  thirteen  months. 

Tie  wont  to  the  Santa  Clara  Valley  by  railroad,  and  found  the 
Morrison  place  waiting  for  us,  and  we  lost  r.o  time  to  go  to  work. 

I  had  a  good  crop  that  year,  but  some  of  the  wheat  rusted  and  I 
therefor  did  not  realize  much  profit. 

Again  with  the  idea  of  finding  cheaper  land  for  a  home  of 
our  own,  I  went  with  Mr.  Morrison,  who  had  240  acres  of  land  near 
Visalia  in  Tulare  County.  He  said  he  would  sell  it  cheap.  The  land 
was  good,  but  I  noticed  the  people  did  not  look  rugged.  I  soon 
found  tlis  reason  was  because  malaria  was  prevelant  there.  I  told 
Mr.  Morrison  that  I  could  not  live  there.  "'Tell,"  he  says,  *1  have 
eona  land  in  the  upper  part  cf  Bant  a  Barbara  County  and  we  can  take 
A  look  at  it. "  V»e  crossed  over  the  mountains  and  camped  at  the  Suey 
Station.  Tie  found  here  the  County  Surveyor,  who  told  me  there  was 
government  land  in  the  Valley.  He  -was  engaged  to  survey  six  claims 
for  parties  from  Sonoma  County,  so  I  also  had  one  surveyed.  I  went 
north  and  returned  in  November  of  that  year  with  H,  C.  Sibley.  I 
had  a  wagon  and  team  of  four  horses;  we  hauled  lumber  from  San  Luis 
Obispo  to  build  a  12x14  foot  house.  Owing  to  the  muddy  roads  the 
wagon  was  mired  eight  times  and  the  lumber  unloaded  three  times.  On 
Kovember  11,  1868,  the  house  was  finished,  the  first  in  the  valley. 
The  land  was  pre-empted  in  the  spring  of  1668. 
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Around  the  house  was  a  growth  of  tall  torweed,  so  in  order 
to  protect  the  house  we  cleared  a  space  around  it  and  set  fire  to 
the  tarweed •  The  wind  chanced  and  the  fire  swept  out  of  control,  and 
streaked  faster  than  a  horse  could  run,  clear  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  valley  to  what  is  now  known  as  Fueler's  Point*  This  was  the  first 
big  fire  in  the  valley* 

4 

I  went  back  to  the  Santa  Clara  Valiev  for  the  winter;  return¬ 
ed  in  February  to  put  in  twenty  acres  of  barley,  he  finally  moved 
into  our  new  home  in  the  Santa  Maria  Valley  the  2Sth  of  September, 
1869*  Here  the  three  youngest  children  were  born: 

Lily,  born  January  27,  1872. 

Blanche,  born  September  19,  1875. 

Laura  Fit a,  born  January  27,  1877.  Died  Jan.  9,1909. 

John  Stillman  was  born  in  Santa  Clara,  May  11,  1869. 

■  In  1876  I  acquired  320  acres  of  land.  1’his  was  a  part  of 
the  5,000  acres  of  School  land  owned  by  Mr.  Morrison  of  Santa  Clara. 

It  was  about  five  miles  south-east  of  the  banta  Maria  settlement.  In 
the  fall  of  1876  Mr*  Morrison  wrote  that  the  title  to  his  land  was 
clouded  and  advised  me  to  take  posre3sion  of  seme  of  it.  I  told  my 
neighbor  about  it.  He  took  the  west  l/4  and  I  took  the  east  l/4. 
be  put  it  all  in  grain  that  fall*  The  following  year,  1877,  was  a 
dry  year  and  we  did  not  harvest  anythin?*  In  the  meantime  some  land 
sharks  got  wind  of  the  matter,  and  they  filed  on  every  acre  of  it. 

They  could  not  do  this  lawfully,  but  they  had  a  way  to  get  around  the 

law.  As  scon  as  Mr.  Smith  found  out  that  there  would  be  trouble,  he 
gave  up  his  1/4.  They  brought  suit  against  me,  as  they  wanted  to 
make  mine  a  test  case.  I  was  compelled  to  get  legal  advice  and  se¬ 
cured  the  services  of  Mr*  Stratton  of  bant  a  Barbara.  Those  land 
sharks,  Mullen  and  Hyde,  had  my  neighbor,  Bradley,  do  their  dirty 
work*  I  found  him  one  day  with  his  sheep  on  the  land.  I  a3ked  him 
what  he  was  doing  there,  he  said  lie  leased  it.  I  told  him  I  was 
contesting  for  this  land  and  'don't  set  foot  on  it  any  more.  *  Th® 
oase  never  came  to  trial,  although  it  cost  me  over  three  hundred 
dollars*  Congress  passed  a  law,  legalizing  the  title  of  this  land 
to  the  State*  There  was  over  a  million  acres  involved  all  over  the 
State,  but  my  title  to  the  land  came  from  the  original  owners* 

Z  later  bought  an  additional  80  acres.  I  also  leased  land 

and  farmed  quite  extensively*  Se  raised  20,000  oentals  of  grain  in 
1880. 


I 

Mrs*  John  G*  Prell'a  account  of  their  early  struggles, 
dictated  at  the  age  of  60  years,  and  which  was  read  at  her  funeral 
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service,  la  of  interest  here: 

When  we  came  from  kanta  Clara  to  the  Santa  Maria  Valley, 
an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Hathaway  came  with  us  to  drive  our  four 
cows,  and  my  husband  drove  the  four-horse  tean  down  over  the  only 
stage  read,  such  a3  it  was  in  those  days*  Boards  not  much  wider 
than  the  wagon  wheels  were  laid  across  the  cullies,  and  in  some 
places  on  an  incline  position*  North  of  £an  Luis  Obispo  we  came  to 
a  bridge  cn  the  north  side  of  the  mountain,  and  when  crossing  it 
the  right  front  wheel  ran  off  and  the  front  end  of  the  wagon  dropped 
to  the  floor  with  a  wheel  hanging  over  the  side*  With  a  baby  in  my 
arms  I  v/as  frightened  nearly  to  death*  Oood  luck  favored  us,  as  two 
nen  came  along  in  an  express  wagon  and  helped  my  husband  to  raise  up 
the  wagon.  I  will  never  forget  that  experience. 

San  Luis  Obispo  was  a  small  town  of  several  buildings;  a 
brick  building  which  was  a  store,  and  a  few  other  scattered  build¬ 
ings*  The  Mission  with  one  tower  was  close  to  the  road,  with  the 
bells  in  the  window*  From  there  we  moved  on  to  Arroyo  ^rande,  then 
down  to  the  Kipoma  Mesa  where  the  ground  was  covered  with  scatter¬ 
ing  piles  of  bones  from  the  oattle  that  died  in  the  previous  dry 
years*  Our  next  vie. 7  was  the  Suey  hills;  on  the  right  side  was  an 
adobe  hut,  with  a  patch  of  water  melons,  and  a  Spanish  woman  with 
straight  hair,  and  having  more  of  the  appearance  of  a  squaw,  was 
sitting  on  the  ground  by  the  3ide  of  the  hut* 

In  the  afternoon  we  reached  the  Suey  Station  where  staves 
stopped  to  change  horses,  ar.d  where  a  creek  was  used  as  a  bathing 
place  by  the  dc?s  and  oattle*  The  creek  runs  down  by  the  house 
and  the  water  was  used  for  house  purposes  as  well  as  for  cooking* 

We  crossed  over  the  Santa  Maria  River  to  the  valley.  Not  a  house 
was  in  sight  as  we  traveled  on  to  our  place  up  on  the  mesa,  where 
my  husband  had  surveyed  the  previous  year,  and  upon  which  was 
already  built  a  twelve  by  fourteen  house  on  the  bare  vround  —  the 
first  one  in  the  Santa  Maria  Valley* 

We  staved  there  a  few  days,  then  moved  the  house  further 
south  to  a  ravine,  thinking  we  would  erst  water  at  a  shallower 
depth,  which  proved  true*  The  nearest  place  from  our  claim  to  get 
water  was  Lipoma*  The  nearest  market  place  was  San  Luis  Obispo, 
and  the  nsarest  post  office  was  eighteen  miles  south  east  to  Mr* 
fiiekenden*s  ranch* 

An  addition  was  built  to  the  house  twice,  and  it  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  now,  much  larger  one  in  1683,  where  vre  resided  for 
forty  years.  Eucalyptus  trees  were  planted  alone:  the  road  in  front* 
Ths  place  was  improved',  with  a  good  size  orchard,  and  one  and  a 
half  acres  in  grapes,  from  which  there  was  a  very  good  yield  every 
y with  proper  pruning  and  cultivation*  In  1291  a  thirty  aort 
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orchard  of  apricots,  prunes  and  walnuts  was  set  out# 

Santa  i^aria  valley  in  1G68  and  *69  x as  nothing  but  a  barren 
valley  in  places,  and  covered  with  tarweed  and  scrub  vegetation  as 
far  as  could  be  seen,  and  inhabited  by  a  few  Spanish  people  along 
the  foothills.  And  wild  horses,  jack-rabbits  and  coyotes  gave  their 
concert  in  tne  night,  which  made  it  seem  more  desolate. 

Among  the  first  of  the  settlers  that  came  into  the  valley 

was  a  family,  nan  and  wife  and  a  daughter,  who  located  in  the 

eastern  part  of  the  valley  around  a  winding  bluff,  opnosite  the 
Santa  Jharia  i&ver  from  a  point  which  was  later  known  as  hugler’s 
Point,  The  land  gradually  became  settled  by  the  emigrants. 

The  following  three  years  the  zrass-hoppers  'were  so  numerous 
that  one  could  scrape  them  up  in  a  heap  with  a  hce  *  They  ate  every¬ 
thing  that  was  green,  such  as  gardens  and  grain.  The  chickens 
thrived  on  the  grass-hoppers,  consequently  the  eggs  had  a  darkish 
color  and  were  too  strong  in  taste  for  use. 

we  had  to  contend  with  numerous  pests;  the  gray  lizards 

lived  in  holes  in  the  ground,  which  seem  to  be  much  burrowed  up  in 

places,  and  tiiey  would  run  up  the  side  of  the  house  and  down  again 
and  everywhere,  and  were  not  a  pleasant  sight  to  see.  The  wild 
horses  that  ware  no  benefit,  grazed  over  the  country  and  came  up  to 
the  houses,  destroying  tne  grain  and  gardens.  The  farmers  dug  a 
ditch  four  feet  deep  around  their  farms  to  prevent  the  wild  horses 
from  crossing*  The  dirt  from  the  ditch  was  thrown  inside  in  a  ridge 
upon  which  a  pine  pole  fence  wa3  built,  and  it  was  built  zigzag 
where  there  was  no  ditch.  The  pine  poles  were  hauled  by  wagon  from 
the  ridge  west  of  Soloman’s  Teak  and  La  ruris3iaa  Tanoho. 

The  Sonora  wheat  was  of  &  quite  dark  color,  owing  to  the 
fogs.  The  wheat  was  ground  at  Branoh’s  mill  near  Arroyo  Grande.  The 
flour  was  oi  a  darkish  oa.3t  and  was  not  salable  in  the  market  gener¬ 
ally.  On  account  of  the  wheat  making  &  poor  grade  of  flour,  there 
was  more  land  planted  to  white  and  red  oats  and  barley.  Beans  were 
not  raised  in  tne  early  years,  and  not  until  the  time  when  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  cams  to  the  valley. 

After  the  eucalyptus  trees  were  planted  throughout  the 
rallev,  a  good  improvement  wa3  made  in  its  appearance,  which  show¬ 
ed  the  country  was  be caning  mere  settled  end  developed,  also  to 
look  more  prosperous  and  encouraging  for  future  prosperity.  The 
country  was  slow  in  progressing  until  oil  was  discovered,  and  has 
been  prosperous  ever  since . 

f. 

In  the  early  days  we  had  to  contend  with  all  the  hardships* 
first  one  thing  then  another,  as  compared  with  those  of  today  which 
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at©  nothin?#  To  get  along  and  make  headway  required  patience,  per** 
severance  and  oourage# 

* 

Fran  the  first  time  I  arrived  in  California,  I  never  was  hone 
sick  nor  wanted  to  return  east,  despite  the  disoom£orts  we  had  to  en¬ 
dure#  In  the  course  of  time  we  took  advantage  of  tha  simple  pleasure 
the  country  afforded#  Mainly  Lay  1st  and  July  4th  picnics,  when  the 
orators  of  the  day  told  us  hoy  fortunate  we  were  to  live  in  the  land 
that  our  fore-fathers  fought  to  make  free# 

Eliza  Ann  Bowers  Pro  11  was  tha  gre at -?re at -grand— daughter 

Of  Uiohael  Ghl  and  hia  wife  Elisabeth  Barbara. 


John  G,  Pro  11,  the  5th  generation  of  his  family,  was  far- 
seeins  in  his  methods  of  farming,  in  the  use  of  modern  machinery, 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  improvement  of  the  land,  and  in 
the  advanced  standards  of  agriculture,  being:  one  of  the  first  to 
commence  the  system  of  crop  rotation,  earning  justly  for  himself  a 
commendable  place  in  the  community  as  a  first  class  farmer# 

He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Santa  Maria  Lodge 
Ho#  302  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Oddfellows,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  sixty-one  years# 

He  was  a  Charter  Member  of  the  Hesperian  Lodge  No#  264, 

F#  and  a.M#  of  Santa  Maria#  Ha  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order 
fifty-aix  years# 

After  many  years  he  retired  from  active  farming,  and  in 
1909  moved  with  his  family  to  the  town  of  Santa  Maria,  where  a  sub¬ 
stantial  residence  had  been  built  for  them#  There  Mr#  and  Mrs# 

Pre 11  spent  the  remaining  years  of  their  life# 

John  G.  Pre 11  passed  away  on  Larch  10,  1920,  within  a  few 
days  of  being  £4  years  of  sure#  Eliza  Ann  Frell  survived  her  hus¬ 
band  ten  years,  passinz  on  the  morning  of  the  anniversary  of  her 
84th  birthday,  Sept amber  IS,  1930# 

An  account  of  their  children  follows#  •  ^he  figures  indi¬ 
cate  the  number  of  generation,  beginning  with  Michael  Ohl# 

(6)  JOHN  ST I LIMAN  PHELL,  born  in  Santa  Clara,  California  Kay  11, 
1869. 

He  attended  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  and  be¬ 
came  a  Civil  and  Mechanical  Engineer#  lie  lived  in  Ban  Irancisco 
yta  ny  years,  whore  he  followed  his  proies  si  on  with  success#  he  is 
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a  member  of  the  "Western  Society  of  Engineers"*  also  a  member  of 
“The  American  Society  of  Refrizerating'1#  He  retired  from  active 
work  in  1927,  on  account  of  failing  health,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  li/ing  in  Santa  Maria,  at  the  family  home  which  he  now 
owns.  (1946)#  lie  i3  unmarried#  His  sister,  Lily  Look,  also  retir¬ 
ed,  lives  with  him# 

(6)  LILY  PRELL,  born  in  the  original  first  house  in  the  Santa  Maria 
Valley,  January  27,  1872#  Married  June  22,  1892,  to  hilliam  Sherman 
Cook,  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  born  ie  binary  24,  1837  at  Murryville, 
Illinois#  Issue,  four  children: 

(7)  JOHN  a:: DREW  COOK,  born  in  Dennison,  Texas,  April  1,  1893. 

Harried  Ellen  Ruth  Stewart,  of  Los  Angeles#  Issue  three  children: 

(8)  Ellen  Lillian  Cook,  born  September  17,  1912*  Harried  April 
21,  1934,  to  Robert  Ulrich,  born  January  3,  1906#  They  have 

two  sons: 

(9)  James  Lee  Ulrich,  born  May  28,  1937# 

(9)  Peter  George  Ulrich,  born  June  10,  1940. 

(8)  John  R#  Cook,  born  February  7,  1914.  liarried  May  26,  1934 
to  Glenna  Barnhart,  born  December  9,  1911#  « 

(8)  Reger  Ray  Cook,  born  iebruary  12,  1916# 

(7)  JCHN  ANDREW  COCK,  second  mar ri are  April  3,  1929  to  Violet  M# 
Thrams,  born  December  2,  1897#  They  have  one  son: 

(8)  Richard  J#  Cook,  born  November  19,  1930# 

(7)  HAROLD  WILLIAM  CCOK,  born  on  the  Prell  farm,  November  29, 

1895#  Served  in  the  First  World  4ar,  in  the  117th  Engineers,  Rain¬ 
bow  Division#  Was  passed#  Attended  the  University  of  California, 
at  Barks  ley,  taking  a  Commercial  Course#  Now  an  auditor  in  the 
Civil  CQr7iee  in  Eos  Angeles,  California.  Married  September  10, 

1923  to  Eerniece  Sr  own,  born  December  2?,  1904.  They  have  five 
children: 

(8)  Howard  Euzene  Cook,  born  May  9,  1924#  Died  February  13,1943. 
(8)  Ber niece  Adels  Cook,  born  in  Oakland,  March  14,  1927.  Married 
November  25,  1943  to  Jack  talker,  born  Ootcber  21,  1^24,  who  serv— 
in  Viorld  ^ar  II  with  the  Army  Air  Forces  and  was  stationed  in 
Iceland# 

(8)  Sue  Ann  Cook,  born  in  Bir.uba,  California  October  21,  1930# 
Attending  Manual  Arts  Hizh  School  in  Los  Angeles  (1945). 

(8)  Theodore  Cook,  born  in  tan  Francisco  January  9,  1936# 

(8)  Sonja  rroll  Cook,  born  in  San  Francisco  February  15,  1938. 

(7)  DET.EY  DEL’* IN  COCK,  born  in  Santa  Maria  February  24,  1898.  En¬ 
listed  in  the  Coast  Artillery  in  the  First  Viorld  ;<ar#  7(aa  honorab¬ 
ly  discharged  because  of  defective  hearing,  was  later  drafted  but 
war  ended  before  he  was  sent  over.  Now  in  business  in  Chicazo,  and 
has  a  country  home#  (1945).  Married  Juno  25,  1921  to  7erna  Gruv/ell 
Cavelli,  of  bant a  Cruz,  born  April  9,  1837.  They  have  one  sen: 

(8)  Dewey  Delwyn  Cook  Jr.,  born  December  20,  1930. 


'*  W’D,;’  •«  *1  '  >  i  it*.  il  -jt  l  ril 


■ 

.6-  ootiaiuni  n,i  aj  owd  .jicw  iiv*  ,ti02  jj 

- 


(69) 


(7)  DOROTHY  SHOD/.  COOK,  born  on  the  Prell  farm  January  12,  1902. 
Married  June  12,  1919  to  Charles  Augustus  Peabody,  born  June  13, 

1837 •  He  served  in  the  First  »»orld  Aar,  United  States  Navy,  fcuaio- 
ian,  stationed  at  Balboa.  Park,  San  Diego*  They  have  three  children: 

(3)  Donald  Charles  Peabcdy,  born  January  21,  1923.  Served  in 
“orld  -*ar  U •  Zia  saw  action  in  the  Pacific  on  the  U.S.s.  Laws, 

•at  Eolxandia,  Marshall  Islands  and  Saipan*  Later  was  stationed  at 
San  Peer  o*  'tusxte  master,  United  States  Naval  Reserve*  Harried 
September  23,  1S44  to  Kathleen  Horan,  of  L03  Angele3* 

(8)  Cheryl  Ann  Peabody,  born  November  2,  1927.  Died  September  4. 

1931*  * 

(8)  Nancy  Gay  Peabody,  born  in  Oakland,  California  October  17, 
1929*  Attending  Crsuline  College  at  Santa  Kosa.  (1946)* 

(6)  BLANCHE  PRELL,  born  in  the  original  first  house  in  the  Santa 
Maria  Valley,  September  19,  1875*  Harried  Larch  17,  1907  to  Frank 
Vincent,  a  la-ndscapa  architect,  of  Los  Angles*  They  have  one  son: 

(7)  ERIC  CASIUIE  Vincent,  born  April  25,  1908*  He  and  his  mother, 
Blanche  Vincent,  moved  from  Santa  Maria  to  Santa  Barbara  in  1937, 
whore  they  now  reside.  Eric  Vincent  married  June  6,  1941  to 
Margaret  fonniswood  of  Santa  Bafbara*  They  have  one  son* 

...  (8)  Donald  Erie  Vincent,  born  June  24,  1945* 

.1 


The  Prell  children,  John  S*,  Lily  Cook  and  Elanche  Vincent, 
are  great-great-great-grandchildren  of  Michael  Qhl,  of  Heidelberg, 
Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania* 


John  G*  Prell  returned  to  his  native  town,  Eraunsdorf, 
Germany,  in  1908  for  a  brief  visit*  Although  the  place  was  great- 
iy  changed,  he  recognised  some  of  the  land  marks*  Some  of  the 
pear  trees  in  the  orchard  which  formerly  belonged  to  his  family 
were  still  standing*  But  of  the  several  of  his  former  schoolmate* 
he  knew  but  one*  •  The  difference  in  point  of  time  covered  a  per¬ 
iod  of  54  years* 

He  visited  many  places  of  interest  in  Germany  —  Hamburg, 
Berlin,  Leipzig,  Dresden,  Munich  and  others}  Vienna,  and  Raids  bad  in 
Austria,  where  he  spent  several  weeks,  and  most  of  the  important 
place 8  in  Switzerland*  He  passed  through  the  beautiful  Bavarian 
oountry  e.nd  the  Rhineland,  and  spent  several  days  each  in  Paris  and 
London*  E s  thought  the  mountain  peaks  of  our  north-west  aa  grand  as 
any  of  the  Swiss  Alps* 
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